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Kidnapped AUB professor freed 

. BEIRUT (AE)_— .Frank Regier, a professor at tbe Americas 
University of Beirut who was kidnapped more than two months 
; ago, was rescued from his captors- Sunday. "Let me say it was a 
terrifying experience,'’ he told a news conference only an hour 
after bis release. “I an very happy to he here." Prof. Regier and 
another kidnap victim. — identified as Christian Joubert, 36, a 
French engineer — talked to reporters at the home of Nabih 
Berri, the leader of the ShPite Muslim militia “ AmaL" Mr. Bern 
said Prof. Regier and Mr. Joubert were rescued by Amal fighters 
from a house after Amal had received a tip about their whe- 
reabouts. He decKned to give other details. Prof. Regier, SO, Had 
. .last been seen last Feb. 10 when two unidentified men forced him 
into-a black Mercedes near hishbuse oa Jean d* Arc in westBeinn. 




Fateh, PFLP anil i)FLE4o hold talks 
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TUNIS (R) — ThtTj^x marfrwnents of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Or^nsafijto^LOl’WlKraeec io Algieis next week to 
work tow ar d^peSfes to ra tic rym unity, the Palestinian news age- 
ncy WAF^rakf Sunday JSs£o Chairman Yasser Arafat and the 
Central Committee of bis Fateh commando group met in Tunis 
Saturday to review rodent talks in Aden between Fateh and the 
two other groups, the Tunisian news agency quoted WAFA as 
saying. The other groups are George Habash's Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and Nayef Hawatmeh's Dem- 
ocratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP). WAFA said 
a meeting between officials from Fateh, tbe PFLP and the DFLP 
was scheduled for Algiers on Wednesday and will also be attended 
by representatives from South Yemen, Algeria and the Lebanese 
National Movement. 
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' King receives 
v ^ figyptianmessage 

■- •!'. AQABA (Petra) — An Egyptian 
'■i presidential envoy Sunday con- 
' Veyed a. verbal message to His 
* • ' •. : ■■ Majesty ‘King Hussein. from. Pre- 
.' sident Hosni -Mubarak dealing 
with current Middle East affairs, 
fijk The envoy, Mansour Hassan, 
u Conner Egyptian minister of inf- 

ormatidn, reviewed with King 
’'*7 Hussein recent developments in 
the Middle East Tegion and was 
fariefedby the King on Jordan’s 
\_ S; views ''Concerning ..these dev- 
'' etopraeots and joint Arab action 
; L. : m the Coming months. The aud- 

ieiice here was attended by Ibab 
Wahbch. head of the Egyptian 
- interests office in Amman. 

; ■ Tunisian delegation 
■X irrires vtth message 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Tunisian 
~ ; envoy arrived here Sunday with a 
< message to His Majesty KugHus- 
•ein from President Habib Bur- 
: •' jpibfl of ' Tunisia. The envoy, 

' Ahmad Ibn Arafa, who is acc- 
ompanied by an official del- 
■ Ration, will take part in talks with 
'■ Jordanian officials to discuss ways 
' '■ io promote economic and trade 
co-operation between Tunisia, 
and Jordan. 


■- Salvador moves 
* embassy to Jerusalem 

•■Siii iSk ’• 

rrvT _ OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
Kjt — El Salvador moved its embassy 
from tel Aviv to Jerusalem over 
... the weekend, becoming the sec- 
ond country to return to the oce- 
. spied Arab city which Israel has ’ 
.. ’declared as its "eternal and indr 
‘ ~ Msftrie" capital. The Ne t her l ands, 

‘ tl Salvador and 10 other Sou^h 

American countries moved from 

Jerusalem to Tel Aviv after .-the 
Knesset (parliament) declared in 
‘1980tbat the entiredty, including 
the annexed eastern sector, was 
• ' Israel's “eternal capitaL” Costa 
Rica returned its embassy to Jer- 
usalem last year. 

* 
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■'* ' xth - Most French want 
Chad withdrawal 


PARIS (AP) — Most French peo- 
pie want France to withdraw its 
: military forces from Chad, acc- 
anting to a poll published Sunday. 
The poO, conducted by the IFOP 
- organisation for the weekly Jou- 
rnal de Dimanche, reported that 
$8 per cent of those questioned 
■ mid French troops should “leave 
Chad today," compared to 21 per 
cent who favoured a continued 
military presence in that African 
country and 21 per cent who exp- 
' jessed no opinion. The poll con- 
... finned a recent popular trend here- 
against' France’s military inv- 
iplvement in Chad. 


jSri Lankan envoy 
. ends Delhi talks 

• ,* j. 

.. NEW DELHI (AP)— Sri Lanka’s 
security minister left India Sunday 
pfter two days of talks on ending 
the island’s ethnic strife and said 
, his government is committed to a 
: J>: political solution. Lalith Ath- 
ps*-* shlhmadiH said in a news release' 
tint -talks were “cordial and 
' frank." Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, he said, emphasised her 
commitment to respect . Sri 
Lanka’s* sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity. “Tins is greatly 
appreciated by us,” he said. 
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Politics snag 
Beirut militia 
disengagement 

BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese government 
Sunday postponed plans to disengage rival 
forces in and around Beirut as persistent 
political disputes obstructed progress tow- 
ards an internal settlement. 

A force of 2,000 Lebanese gen- resigned in February, 
darmes and army conscripts was to Ht; has already consulted tbe 

have moved onto the “green line" main politicians, directly or ind- 
djvidiog tbe. capital but security irectiy, but the results have not 
sources said the buffer operation been conclusive, 
had been put off indefinitely. The political sources said Mr. 

They said the main problem was Gemayel wanted to form the gov- . 
that only 1 ,250 men had been ass- _ f ^ment first, while the opposition 
embled so for and not enough ret- wanted answers to its detu- 
ned army and police officers had ands before it agrees to abandon 
volunteered to join the 1 10-strong military methods, 
observer corps which will monitor Nabih Berri, lead e r of the 
a ceasefire along the new lines. Shf ite militia Amal and one of 
The buffer force would separate Mr. GemayeF s most powerful 
the Lebanese army and the mainly opponents, Saturday demanded 
Christian "Lebanese Forces” mil- ■ the president give priority to the 
Hia on the east of the line from the Israeli-occupied where the 

mostly Muslim opposition forces local population is ove- 
on the west. . rwhelmingly Shf he. PSP leader 

. It should also prevent the kind Walid Junblatt, a Berri ally, said 
of military escalation 'which Sat- he would reject any settlement 
urday night developed into ran- leaving Christian privileges in the 
I dom shelling of residential areas. Lebanese system. 

About 20 civilians were killed in The two sides are also divided 
the shelling. over the future of the Lebanese 

Intermittent rain Sunday dam- army, with the opposition pressing 
pened tbe combatants’ ent- Mr. Gemayel to repeal a decree 
husiasm for fighting though pri- giving wide powers to tbe Chr- 
vate radio stations reported spo- kfwn army commander, 
radic mortar and macbmegun fire Mr. Gemayel took a break from 
between the mainly Shf he sou- ‘his consultations to celebrate 
them suburbs and Christian areas palm Sunday. Palace sources said 
to the east. - . he Would meet a number of Sunni 

Falangist radio said two people. Muslim former prime ministers 
■were killed by sniper fire on the ' Monday. 

mountain front, where the army Mr. Gemayel and Syrian Pre- 
faces the mainly Druze Pro- sident Hafez A1 Assad have been 
jussive Socialist Party (PSP) mil- expected to meet in Damascus for 
•tfo* . . over a week now but the summit 

Political sources said the dis- has been indefinitely postponed, 
engagement could have gone The Syrian media have been 
ahead with the reduced number of saying h is up to the Lebanese 
gendarmes but the parties did not themselves to come to terms, sug- 
have the political will to put it into gesting Mr. Assad does not want 
effect. . the Lebanese to expect too much 

Meanwhile, President Amin from their powerful neighbour. 
Gemayel has been frying to get a 

new package of political reforms PSP leaders' meet Khaddam; Syria 
and a government of national reaffirms support for Lebanese 
unity to replace the cabinet which peace efforts, page 2 



Tr ucks , cars and pedestrians dog Beirut’s ‘museum crossing,’ the 
only Enfc between the mainly Christian-eastern sector with the pre- 
dominantly Muslim west (Petra photo) 


Nicaraguan rebels claim 
strategic port surrounded 

■SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (R) ARDE helicopter to a rebel hos- 
U.S.- backed right-wing Nic- pital in Ciudad Quesada, about' 
araguan rebels claim they have 120 kilometres northwest of San 
surrounded the key Nicaraguan Jose, told reporters the town was | 
port of San Juan de! Norte after under rebel control, 
heavy fighting. Mr. Pastors said ARDE had 

Orion Pastora, spokesman for caused more than 100 gov- 
the Revolutionary Democratic eminent casualties in three days of 
Alliance (ARDE), said Saturday fierce fighting- Three ARDE reb- 
nl ght the insurgents had set up art-, els had been killed and at least 15 
iDexy positions around the town were wounded, he said, 
and were prepared to repel any In Managua, Defence Ministry 
attack by the army of the leftist sources said fighting continued 
Ranrfifflst government. Sunday about two kilometres 

Residents, journalists and off- from San Juan del Norte but they 
idals in the Costa Rican town of refused to confirm that ARDE 
Bara de Colorado, some 20 kil- rebels had seized the port, an unp- 
ometres south of San Juan del opulated area which bolds only an 
Norte, said the rebels had actually isolated army garrison- 
seized the town. . ,,- 

Four wounded S aadims t sol- Controversy rages n U5. over 
diets, taken Saturday night in an Nicaragua policy, page 4 



Foreign Minister Taber AlMasri Sunday speaks to a vfcatiag delegation of the U.S. Congress (Petra 
photo) 


Embassy move will have ‘serious 


consequences,’ Jordan warns U.S. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Sunday 
warned the United States of the 
"serious consequences" of a plan 
to move the American embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and 
urged a visiting Congress del- 
egation to abort current efforts in 
Washington to effect such a tra- 
nsfer. 

The planned move of the emb- 
assy “is a dangerous plan adv- 
ocated by the Zionist lobby in the 
U.S. which, if carried out, will 
have serious consequences," For- 
eign Minister Taher A1 Masri told 
the delegation at a meeting here. 

Mr. Masri outlined to the del- 
egation members current dev- 
elopments in the Middle East and 
Jordan’s views on efforts and basis 
for a just and durable peace in the 


region, the Jordanian News Age- 
ncy, Petra, said. 

It added that the foreign min- 
ister also spoke about Israel’s int- 
ransigence towards all peace ini- 
tiatives and the Jewish state’s def- 
iance of all international res- 
olutions and efforts to find a sol- 
ution to the Palestinian problem. 

Mr. Masri also referred to Isr- 
ael's drive to build Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories and its measures aimed at 
evicting the Palestinians living 
under occupation from their hom- 
eland, the agency said. 

The delegation members earlier- 
met 'with Information Ministry 
Under-Secretary Peter Salah who 
called for American pressure on 
Israel to end its settlements drive. 


The U.S. has lost its credibility 
in the Middle East and tbe Jor- 
danian people are dissatisfied with 
the apparent lack of concern in 
Washington over efforts for peace 
in the region and the continued 
American support and financial 
and military aid to Israel, Mr. 
Salah told the delegation. 

The continued tension in the 
Middle East is mainly due to Isr- 
aers intransigence and refusal to 
respond to peace initiatives, he 
added. 

Tbe visitors later conferred with 
University of Jordan President 
Dr. Abdul Sal am A1 Majaii and 
were briefed on the development 
of the university and its pro- 
grammes. 


Iran-Iraq war detrimental to Arab 
interests, Algerian minister says 


By Afifoh A- KaJoti 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Algeria’s Minister of 
Social Protection and member of 
the executive committee of tb«5 
National Liberation Front party, 
Mrs. Zbor Ounissi, said Sunday 
that the Iran-Iraq war is neither in 
the interests of either nation nor in 
the interests of tbe Arab Nation 
but is absolutely and definitely to 
the benefit of the Arabs’ enemy. 

Mrs. Ounissi, who arrived in 
Amman Friday on an official visit 
to deliver a message to His Maj- 
esty King Hussein from Algerian 
■President ChadE Benjedid, said 
that since the outbreak of the Gulf 
war in 1980, Algeria has been exe- 
rting an possible efforts to bring 
the conflict to an end. "Algeria did 
not act as a mediator between the 
conflicting parties but it always 
launched intensive efforts in order 
to stop this bloodshed " she told 
the Jordan Times. 

“Algeria has paid a high price 
for efforts exerted to end the Gulf 
war but its bid for peace is an issue 
of principle which will continue 
despite the losses suffered,” the 
minister said. “ However, this does 
not mean that we would work on 
our own.” We would work in 
co-operation with all the . Arab 


countries to find a peaceful sol- 
ution,” she added. 

Regarding Algeria’s stance' 
towards Egypt, Mrs. Ounissi str- 
essed that Egypt "is part of tbe 
Arab World and the Arab Nation, 
because the Arab World cannot 
be complete without Egypt and 
vice versa.” 

However, she added, “one can- 
not bypass Egypt’s stands and att- 
itudes towards tbe Camp David 
agreement (with Israel)," and 
hence “it is not easy to resume the 
Arab World’s political relations 
with Egypt-" 

In reply to a question, Mrs. 
Ounissi said that even if Egypt 
abandoned the Camp David tre- 
aty, “nothing will change, for its 
(the treaty's) objectives were ach- 
ieved, and the situation in the 
Arab World has deteriorated and 
requires new outlooks.” 

Commenting on Algeria’s sup- 
port for the Polisario Front which 
is fighting with Morocco for the 
independence of Western Sahara, 
Mrs. Ounissi said that the message 
delivered to King Hussein from 
President Benjedid covered “a 
vital picture" on the situation in 
North West Africa. 

Algeria’s support for the Pol- 
isario Front is based on its respect 
for the principle of self- 


determination for all people, the 
minister said. 

"Algeria does not interfere in 
tbe internal affairs of any country 
whether in Africa or otherwise,” 
she said. "However, we believe 
that the people of Western Sahara 
have the right to decide their own 
future and to aspire for self- 
determination," she added. 

Tbe Algerian minister des- 
cribed Jordanian- Algerian rel- 
ations as very good and said that 
the Algerian people bears deep 
respect and admiration for the 
Jordanian people. 

King Hussein and President 
Benjedid handle different issues 
with wisdom and far-sightedness 
and this constitutes a guaranteed 
basis for success, she said. 

She said that the recent visits to 
Algeria of Jordan's ministers of 
industry, trade and tourism, and 
foreign affairs “manifest the 
strength of J ordanian- Algerian 
relations and mntual und- 
erstanding in order to lay down 
new basis for continuous co- 
operation in tbe interests of tbe 
two countries and the Arab Nat- 
ion." 

Mrs. Ounissi said her visit to 
Jordan also aims at reviewing tbe 
latest developments of the Pal- 
estinian issue. 


Israel issues veiled 


threat to Damascus 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — IsraeFs 
cabinet on Sunday reviewed last 
week’s bus hijacking by Pal- 
estinian commandos amid veiled 
warnings to Syria to stop spo- 
nsoring such operations. 

Cabinet Secretary Dan Mer- 
idor, speaking after a cabinet mee- 
ting on the hijacking in which four 
Palestinian commandos and an 
Israeli woman soldier were killed 
last Friday, said the government 
"will respond appropriately,” aga- 
inst those who assist in such ope- 
rations. 

Israel submitted an official 
complaint to the United Nations 
on Saturday, pointing out that tbe 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP), which cla- 
imed responsibility for the ope- 
ration, is based in Damascus. 

The threatening tone of Israeli 
statements and the implied war- 
nings of retaliation could heighten 
tension along the Israeli-Syrian 
front line in eastern Lebanon, 
which has grown more active in 
recent weeks. 

Israel submitted an official 
complaint to the United Nations 
on Saturday, pointing out that the 
Popular front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), which claimed 
responsibility for the operation, is 
based in Damascus. 

In an interview published in the 


daily Davar newspaper Sunday, 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
referred to a recent Soviet war- 
ning to Israel not to attack Syria 
and said "they did not mention the 
Bekaa.” 

Israeli officials appeared unc- 
ertain who was responsible for 
planning the bus hijack. 

Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
said Saturday he believed Yasser 
Arafat’s. Fateh organisation, the 
biggest commando movement in 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). was behind (he 
hijacking. 

Four Palestinians from the occ- 
upied Gaza Strip commandeered 
a bus carrying 35 passengers Thu- 
rsday night near the Med- 
iterranean port city of Ashdod and 
demanded the release of 500 imp- 
risoned Palestinians in exchange 
for their hostages. 

Israeli -troops killed the 
hijackers in a raid 1 0 hours after 
the bus was seized. In addition to 
the one passenger killed, seven- 
others were wounded. 

In less than three hours after 
Israeli soldiers stormed the bus. 
the Israeli army demolished the 
homes of the commandos who 
took part in the operation. 

Arens says Israel favours Bekaa 
disengagement, page 2 



One of the four Palestinian homes destroyed by the Israeli array 
following IViday’s hijacking of a bus by commandos (AP wirephoto) 


Freed Palestinians accuse 


Israelis of murder, torture 


By Leila Deeb 

Reuter 

AMMAN — A group of Pal- 
estinians released from an Israeli 
prison camp in southern Lebanon 
last November Sunday accused 
the Israelis of murdering and tor- 
turing prisoners during their det-. 
ention. 

The group of 57 Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) fig- 
hters, among 104 Jordanian pas- 
sport holders flown to Algiers 
after their release, arrived in 
Amman Sunday. 

They were among 4,600 Pal- 
estinians and Lebanese freed in 
exchange for six Israelis on Nov. 
24. 

“They (the Israelis) treated us 
like animals... they only speak the 
language of violence," one fighter, 
Mohammad NazzaL, told Reuters. 

Another. Rizq Abdul Rahman, 
said 12 prisoners had been shot or 


died of thirst after being denied 
water while kept on a beach in the 
sun by Israeli guards. 

“Three were shot this way and 
nine others died of thirst "he said. 

Others said they were kept at a 
school in Sidon for up to 10 days 
without food before being taken 
to prison camps in Israel. 

Mr. Abdul Rahman, who was 
arrested in Tyre in June 1982, said 
he was kept in solitary con- 
finement for 117 days with his 
hands and feet bound and a sack 
over his head. 

“They wanted information 
from me on operation inside the 
occupied territories,” he said. 

Spokesmen for the group said at 
least 15 prisoners due to have 
been part of the exchange were 
taken back to Israel shortly before 
it took place. They called for int- 
ernational efforts to find out what 
bad happened to them. 


Jackson bags S. Carolina 
as Hart takes Arizona 


Austrian minister 5 s Doha, Riyadh talks 
focus on Palestinian problem, Gulf war 


NEW YORK (Agencies) —Black 
civil rights leader Jesse Jackson's 
campaign for the Democratic 
Party’s presidential nomination 
scored its first clear-cut victory in 
his home state of South Carolina 
on Saturday, while Colarado Sen- 
ator was declared winner in Ari- 
zona. 

In South Carolina, Mr. Jackson 
received 17 national convention 
delegates to 14 uncommitted, 
seven for Mr. Hart and six for 
former Vice President Walter 
Mondale. The total included 41 
delegates allocated by tbe caucus 
process started last month and 
three automatic delegates who 
already had stated a preference. 

The delegates to the Dem- 
ocratic national convention in San 
Francisco in July will nominate tbe 
party’s choice to face President 
Ronald Reagan in tbe elections in 
November. 

In the Arizona caucuses, Mr. 
Hart led Mr. Mondale 46 per cent 
to 40 per cent, with about 32,500. 
votes, or 90 per cent counted. Mr. 
Jackson captured 13.8 per cent. 


Unofficial 1 totals gave Mr. Hart 
about 15,000 votes to 13,000 for 
Mr. Mondale and 4,500 for Mr. 
Jackson. 

The voting was for 500 del- 
egates to the May 26 state con- 
vention, which in turn will choose 
tbe 33 pledged delegates to the 
national convention. Under party 
rules the percentages in Sat- 
urday’s voting determine the 
makeup of the delegation that 
goes to tbe national convention. 

Democratic Party official later 
declared Mr. Hart winner of the 
Arizona caucuses and awarded 
him 17 delegates. Mr. Mondale 
received 15 delegates and Mr. 
Jackson secured one. 

Mr. Mondale now has 1,068 of 
the 1,967 delegates needed to win 
tbe Democratic nomination while 
Mr. Harf s total is 595. 

Mr. Jackson, a South Carolina 
native, won 34.4 per cent of the 
vote and 17 of the state’s national 
delegates as previously unpledged 
delegates defected in droves and 
increased the black leader’s score 
to 171. 


RIYADH (AP) — Austrian For- 
eign Minister Erwin Lane and his 
Saudi Arabian counterpart. Pri- 
nce Saud A1 Faisal, on Sunday dis- 
cussed the latest developments in 
the Arab- Israeli conflict and exp- 
lored means of upgrading eco- 
nomic and cultural co-operation 
between Austria and Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Prince Saud told the Saudi Press 
Agency that during the session 
"views were identical 1 ’ on the top- 
ics of discussion, noting that Aus- 
tria has a “traditional role in sup- 
porting Palestinian rights.” 

He did not elaborate on that 
point. 

The two sides, he said, also rev- 
iewed recent developments in bil- 
ateral ties between Austria and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Lane, who arrived from 
Qatar earlier in the day on the 
second leg of bis Gulf tour, was to 
proceed from Saudi Arabia to 
Oman, Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

In Doha, the Q£ar News Age- 


ncy quoted Mr. Lane as saying in 
an interview that the Palestinian 
problem “is the core of the Middle 
East conflict, which directly aff- 
ects Austria and other European 
countries.” 

He urged the European powers 
to "contribute” to efforts aimed at 
solving the Middle East problem. 

“ A solution to the Mideast pro- 
blem should be based on a r?alistic 
policy of respect for the Intimate 
rights of all peoples, including the 
Palestinians,” Mr. Lane told the 
agency. 

Mr. Lane, the agency said, str- 
ongly criticised Israel's practice of 
setting up settlements in occupied 
Arab territory. This, he said, “is 
capable of aggravating an already 
complicated situation in tbe Mid- 
dle East." 

He cautioned that governments 
moving their embassies from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem would be "pla- 
cing new obstacles'* on the road 
to a peaceful settlement between 
the Arabs and Israel. 

Mr. Lane said that no European 


power was fit for mediation bet- 
ween warring Iran and Iraq, str- 
essing that "any mediator has to 
be acceptable to both sides.” 

He expressed hopes the 43- 
month-old conflict would be bro- 
ught to an end. 

But he added that the even- 
tuality of an early peace between 
the two countries was "remote, in 
view of tbe circumstances sur- 
rounding the conflict and also on 
account of the arms supplies to the 
two rides.” 

Mr. Lands Gulf trip follows 
Chancellor Fred Sinowatd recent 
visit to the Gulf region. 

Austria maintains good ties 
with the Arabs and Israel. Former ' 
Austrian Chancellor Bruno Kxe- 
isky, the first Western leader to 
receive Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, has repeatedly 
urged “mutual recognition” bet- 
ween the PLO and Israel as a 
means of attaining lasting peace in 
tbe troubled Middle East. 
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Murphy discusses Gulf 
war with Saudi officials 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Murphy, touring the Middle East to 
discuss the Iran-Iraq- war, held consultations in 
Saudi Arabia Sunday with senior Saudi officials. 
U.S. diplomats in the Gulf said. 


They said Murphy flew to the 
Kingdom Saturday night from the 
Gult'siate of Qatar, where he held 
similar talks Saturday. 

He was sent to the Middle East 
last week amid concern in the U.S. 
and the Gulf over the possible eff- 
ects of an expected new Iranian 
offensive in the three- 
aml- half- year-old Gulf war. 

Saudi Arabia and the smaller 
conservative Arab states across 
the G uif from Iran have supported 
Iraq in the war but U.S. officials 
recently expressed concern that 
any sudden battlefield setback 
could cause Iraq's resistance to 
collapse. 

The Gulf stales fear an Iranian 
victory in the war could threaten 
their own stability. 


Some Gulf leaders have also 
warned that a major escalation of 
the Gulf war. such as the closure of 
the waterway to shipping, could 
lead to foreign intervention. The 
U.S. has naval vessels in the Gulf 
area and President Reagan has 
pledged to keep the waterway 
open. 

U.S. officials in the Gulf are 
tight-lipped about Mr. Murphy's 
Middle East tour, expected to last 
at least another week and to take 
him to Baghdad. He has already 
visited Israel and Egypt. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman in 
Jeddah, contacted by telephone, 
declined to confirm Mr. Murphy's 
presence in Saudi Arabia Sunday. 

Other U.S. diplomats in the 
Gulf confirmed that he had flown 


there Saturday night and was tal- 
king to senior Saudi officials Sun- 
day. But they declined to specify 
whether he was in Riyadh or Jed- 
dah, how long he was staying or 
where he would travel next. 

The U.S. administration says it 
is neutral in the Gulf war but is 
concerned by what a State Dep- 
artment spokesman called the 
“intransigence and threatening 
posture" of the Tehran gov- 
ernment. 

** 1 believe Mr. Murphy is now in 
the (Gulf) region, but I cannot dis- 
close his itinerary," said one Arab 
diplomat, who refused to be ide- 
ntified. 

He added that the U.S. official 
might return to Egypt for further 
talks next Thursday, in view of a 
peace plan that Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak was rep- 
orted to be preparing for ending 
the 43-month-old war between 
Iran and Iraq. 

At the onset of the trip, a U.S. 



Richard Murphy 


State Department official in Was- 
hington denied that Mr. Murphy's 
mission was prompted by a fear 
Iraq may collapse under pressure 
from attacks by Iran. 

Arab diplomatic sources said 
Mr. Murphy was to obtain first- 
hand information from Arab off- 
icials about the menace to the sec- 
urity of the region by the war. Iran 
has been trying to stab through 
Iraqi defences in the southern sec- 
tor of the war front, apparently 
aiming at capturing the 
Baghdad -Basra Highway. 

This would separate Basra from 
the rest of Iraq and bring the war 
closer to the doorsteps of the Gulf 
countries. 


Khaddam, Druze leaders 
discuss situation in Lebanon 


DAMASCUS (R) — Two leaders 
of Lebanon’s Druze community 
met Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam in Damascus 
Sunday to discuss what they called 
“the deteriorating situation in 
Lebanon.” 

The two. former Lebanese gov- 
ernment ministers Marwan Ham- 
adch and Khalid Jumblatl. told 
reporters they had briefed Mr. 


Khaddam on the latest political 
and military situation in and aro- 
und Beirut. They said they would 
have further meetings with Syrian 
officials. 


Syria, at present the leading 
power broker in the Lebanese sit- 
uation. recently stressed its bac- 
king for national reconciliation 
among Lebanese factions. 


Khomeini leads Iranians 
to parliamentary elections 


LONDON (R) — Spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
cast his vote Sunday morning as 
Iran held general elections for a 
new 270-scat Majlis (parliament), 
the Iranian National News Age- 
ncy (IRNA) reported. 

Tehran Radio said voting began 
at seven a.m. (0330 GMT) and 
would continue until five p.m. 
(1330 GMT). It reminded voters 
to bring their identity cards and 
pointed out that the minimum vot- 
ing age was 15. 

The new Majlis, for a four-year 
term, will replace the first one ele- 
cted after the 197y Islamic Rev- 
olution. 

Tehran Radio, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. said there were 2.700 
polling stations in Tehran alone, 
with 50 scats at stake in the cap- 
ital. 

The present Majlis speaker. 
Hojatoleslam Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani. one of Khomeini's closest 
advisers, is standing again for a 
Tehran seat. 

Diplomats in Tehran believe 
the Muslim clergy will again dom- 
inate parliament and that its new 
make-up is unlikely to have any 
significant bearing on such major 
issues as the long war with Iraq. 

About 20 million eligible voters 
arechosing the 270-member par- 
liament from a list of more than 


1 .500 government-approved can- 
didates. including 17 female can- 
didates from Tehran. 

One-fourth of the candidates 
are young clergymen. Iranian Pre- 
sident Ali Khamanei has called on 
the voters to chose the candidates 
they consider most “religion- 
committed and expert in their 
field of work." 

The president told a prayer gat- 
hering at Tehran University on 
Friday that he wanted the voters 
to prove to the world that their 
desire to vote has not been und- 
ermined by the 43-month-old war 
with Iraq and “'superpower plot." 

A dissident Iranian student 
group said in a statement dis- 
tributed in New York that it had 
been calling on the Iranians to 
boycot the elections and that the 
people have been "responding 
positively.” 

The elections coincide with a 
major religious holiday in Iran, 
the birthday of Imam Ali. the 7lh 
century tounder of the Shfite 
branch of Islam that is the pre- 
dominant sect in Iran. 

Iranian ethnic and religious 
minorities are participating in the 
elections, the Majlis includes two 
seats for the Armenians and one 
seat each for the Jews, the 
Assyrian-Chaldeans. and the 
Zoroastrians. 


Syria re-affirms support 
for Lebanon settlement 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
Prime Minister Abdul Rauf A1 
Kasm has reaffirmed hiscounny's 
support for Lebanon in seeking 
national reconciliation and said 
Syria would continue to work for a 
liberation of Israeli-occupied 
Arab land. 

Addressing parliament. Mr. 
Kasm said in a policy statement 
Saturday night the Damascus gov- 
ernment’s aims included a "con- 
tinued shouldering of pan-Arab 


responsibility towards Lebanon." 

He added that his government 
formed on March 11. considered 
Lebanon's abrogation of the May 
17 Lebanese- Israeli troop wit- 
hdrawal agreement an important 
victory for the Arab nation that 
will have positive and long-term 
implications..." 


Among other aims, he added, 
were "resisting all attempts to liq- 
uidate the Palestine case.” 


Greece urges U.N. to denounce Turkey 


MISSOLONGHI, Greece (R) — 
Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou Sunday urged U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar to end what he termed 
background diplomacy over Cyp- 
rus, “turn words into deeds" and 
denounce Turkey publicly. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar has been 
engaged in diplomatic efforts at a 
solution to Cyprutf 10-year-old 
division between ethnic Greeks 


and Turks since the Turkisb- 
Cypriots proclaimed an ind- 
ependent state in November. 

Addressing thousands of sup- 
porters in this western Greek town 
at a rally commemorating the 
Greek war of independence aga- 
inst the Turks, Mr. Papandreou 
said: 

" I want to send a political mes- 
sage to the U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral. Have the courage to talk 


openly about who is ruining world, 
efforts for the peace, unity and 
independence in Cyprus- 1 call on 
you to give the Greek and Cypriot 
people all answer." 

“Enough of background moves, 
which have strengthened the bad 
faith and aggression of Turkey. 
Mr, Secretary General, yo ur 
words must become actions.” 

The crowd booed when Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar was mentioned. 


Arens: Israel favours troop disengagement 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Defence Min- 
ister Moshe Arens has said that 
Israel would not unilaterally pull 
back its troops in east Lebanon's 
Befeaa Valley but that he favours a 
troop disengagement with Syria in 
the area with a United Nations 
buffer zone. 

“ A disengagement of our forces 
would be good for Syria and Isr- 
ael," Mr. Arens said in a pre- 
recorded Israel Radio interview 
broadcast Saturday. 

“This could be done by the sta- 
tioning of United Nations forces” 
between the two countries’ troops, 
he added. 

But Mr. Arens re-affirmed Isr- 
ael's opposition ‘ to soldiers in 
UNIFIL, the United Nations Int- 
erim Force in Lebanon, taking 
over Israel's role of preventing 
Palestinian commando activity in 
South Lebanon. 

Former Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, a leading figure in the opp- 
osition Labour Part y rec- 
ommended that UNIFIL police 
the area of Sidon. provincial cap- 
ital of South Lebanon where anti- 
Israeli attacks are frequent, but 
that Israeli-backed Lebanese mil- 
itiamen guard a southernmost 
strip of Lebanon closest to the Isr- 
aeli border. 

Mr. Rabin spoke in a separate 
pre-recorded radio interview. 


UNIFIL’s 6,000 troops were 
stationed in 1978 after an Israeli 
military operation against com- 
mando bases. A six month long 
mandate is due to be renewed 
April 19. But Israel has also been 
exploring the possibility for an 
expanded role for U.N. troops in 
Lebanon. 

. Mr. Arens also referred to rec- 
ent tensions between Israel and 
Syria underscored by Soviet war- 
nings earlier this week against an 
Israeli attack on Damascus. 

He said that Israel did not rule 
out the possibility that the Syrian' 
leadership could try to “unite their 
ranks by going to war against a 
common enemy." 

“I think it is clear in Damascus 
that Israel doesn’t want war, and 
that Israel would not start a war... 
but we have some concern bec- 
ause we cannot say the same for 
the Syrians," Mr. Arens said. 

Mr. Rabin, who is considered a 
possible candidate for defence 
minister in a Labour government 
said that Israel should ease ten- 
sions by “narrowing the potential 
friction points where a third party 
has an influence on things. My ref- 
erence is to the existing lines in 
Lebanon," between Syria and 
Israel he said. Mr. R abin also said 
he favoured a UNIFIL buffer 
force in the area. 


Mr. Areas ruled out the pos- 
sibility of an Israeli pullback in the 
Bekaa without a guarantee of a 
similar Syrian move. “If we made 
a unilateral pullback we might find 
the Syrians pushing forward in our 
wake and we could find them clo- 
ser to" Israel's northern border. 
“We don't want that," he said. 

Mr. Arens said he hoped that 
the South Lebanese militia the 
command of Gen. Antoine Lahd 
would “take over as much as pos- 
sible the Israeli job” of policing 
■South Lebanon “within a period 
far shorter than a year.” 

He said it was too soon to make 
any predictions about when the 
1,500 member force would have 
sufficient strength for Israel to 
withdraw from South Lebanon. 

Mr. Arens said that Israel was 
“keeping all options open and was 
ready to look at all possibilities" 
for an increased UNIFIL role in 
policing South Lebanon. But he 
said that Israel did not have “a 
high level of confidence” in UNI- 
FTL's ability to keep commandos 
out of the area. 

“The problem in Lebanon is 
you find armed units and militias 
who do not want U.N. forces there 
and are ready to fight them ... they 
are not there with a mandate to 
fight but to police," he said. 


U.N. chief 
meets with 
special envoy 
to Cyprus 



UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Argentine diplomat Hugo Gobbi , 
conferred "with . U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar - 
here Saturday before leaving for * 
Cyprus on a new and urgent mis- . ! 
sion -to that divided Med-.! 
iterrahean island at the . 
secretary-gene raTs request. 

The mission was announced last . 
Tuesday after official of the self- 
proclaimed Turkish Cypriot state . 
in north Cyprus said a referendum 
on a new constitution in that area 
would be held Aug. 19 and a gen- 
eral election Nov. 4. 

The United Nations recognises 
the Greek-Cypriot dominated 
RepubHc of Cyprus as the only leg- - 
inmate government on the Island. 

Mr. Gobbi had been conducting 
talks between tbe Greek and Tur- 
kish Cypriots for three years when , 
the secession was announced. He . 
returned to Argentine diplomatic . 
service in December and is now 
Argentina's ambassador- 
designate to Spain. 

His talk with the secretary- 
general in the latter’s 3Rth-floor 
office Saturday lasted an hour and 
a half. On hand were Brian Urq- 
.uhart of Britain, U.N. 
undersecretary-general for special 
political affairs, and his deputs, . 
George Sherry of the United Sta- 
tes, who deals with the Cyprus ‘ 
question here. 

The specifics of Mr. Gobbi's 
new mission have not been spe- 
lled out. But he is expected to 
sound out Mr. Denktash on the 
possibilities of postponing, if not 
cancelling, the votes announced 
for August and November. 




Iranian opposition leaders split over Gulf war 


By Eiko Fukuda 

Reuter 


PARIS — A three-year alliance 
between leading opponents of 
Iranian Leader Ayatollah Ruh- 
ollah Khomeini has broken up in a 
bitter dash of views over the Gulf 
war. 

Former Iranian President Abo- 
Ihassan Bani-Sadr and People's 
Mujahedin Leader Massoud Raj- 
avi vowed to work together to 
overthrow Khomeini after their 
joint escape to France in 1981. 
But last mouth the two men said 
political collaboration between 
them was no longer possible. 

In an interview with Reuters. 
Mr. Bani-Sadr emphasised his 
disagreement with Mr. Rajavi" s 
willingness to co-operate with 
Iraq in efforts to end the fighting 
between the two countries: 

“The Iraqis are the aggressors 
and to fall in line with them would 
create hostile feelings towards us 
in Iran. It would allow Khomeini 
to say he alone was prepared to 
defend the country.” 

Mr. Rajavi told Reuters he 
could not understand Mr. Bani- 
Sadr' s position on co-operating 
with the Iraqis: “ How could any 
patriot oppose negotiations for a 
just peace when nearly one million 
Iranians have died in the war?” 

Mr. Bani-Sadr was elected Pre- 


sident after the 1979 Islamic Rev- 
olution. but later lost the backing 
of the clergy needed to remain in 
power. He has helped Mr. Rajavi 
direct the Mujahedin, a leftist Isl- 
amic guerrilla group, from its hea- 
dquarters in Auveis-Sur-Oise, 
north of Paris. 

Speaking at his modest, heavily 
guarded apartment in Cachan, a 
Paris suburb where he has moved 
since the split, Mr. Bani Sadr ind- 
icated that his own political sta- 
nding would be jeopardised if he 
were to support Mr. - Rajavfs 
views. 

The 50 -year-old former pre- 
sident. who originally rose to 
power as Khomeinf s protege, says 
he still has the support of the Ira- 
nian Armed Forces which he hel- 
ped set up after the revolution. 

"When I was commander- 
in-chief, the army became a truly 
national force. It has not forgotten 
what I did in this historic sense," 
Mr. Bani-Sadr said. 

Now that the army was fighting 
a patriotic war against a foreign 
enemy, it would appreciate his 
achievement even further, he 
added. 

Mr. Bani-Sadr said he was no 
longer on speaking terms with Mr. 
Rajavi, whose meeting with Iraqi 
Vice-Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
in January last year is thought to 
have triggered the quarrel. 


Mr. Rajavi. who is married to 
Mr. Bani-Sadr 1 s daughter, also 
wrote a letter to Mr. Aziz this Feb- 
ruary appealing for a halt to Iraqi 
bombing of civilian targets in Iran. 

Mr. Bani-Sadr said a gen- 
tleman's agreement prevented 
him from criticising Mr. Raj'avf s 
actions directly, but he ruled out 
.all contacts with the Iraqi lea- 
dership as being unjustifiable. 

“Who can say that (Iraqi Pre- 
sident) Saddam Hussein is any 
better than Khomeini?" he asked. 
“1 have always preferred Iranians, 
even when they are traitors, to col- 
laborating with foreigners.” 

Mr. Bani-Sadr said he expected 
the war. now in its 43rd month, to 
develop in a way that would und- 
ermine Khomeini's rule, while 
re- inforcing that of Hussein. 

“In ray opinion, the war has ser- 
ved to strengthen the Iraqi regime, 
while for the Iranians, it is a pol- 
itical war being fought for internal 
reasons," he said. 

Tehran's recent accusations 
that Baghdad had used chemical 
weapons were mainly aimed at 
distracting the Iranian population 
and allowing the government to 
remain in power, he added. 

Last month Mr. Bani-Sadr 
wrote a letter to United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar holding Iraq at fault but 
also warning against what he cal- 


led Tehran’s readiness to retaliate 
with chemical weapons of its own. 

Mr. Bani-Sadr said lie was cou- 
nting on international concern, 
such as that provoked by the che- 
mical weapons issue, to push the 
war towards a settlement and at 
the same time to destroy the cre- 
dibility of Khraeinfs rule. 

“ On both sides, there have been 
hundreds of thousands of deaths. 
How will Khomeini be able to jus- 
tify it — politically or even, rel- 
•• igiou&lyT’. he asked, noting Teh- 
ran's insistence on continuing the 
war and its refusal to negotiate. 

Mr. Bani-Sadr declined to spe- 
culate on when he could return to 
Iran and fulfil his pledge to est- 
ablish parliamentary democracy 
there, but said that several "ext- 
ernal” factors had made it difficult 
for him to do so up to now. 

The sale of arras to Iran by Wes- 
tern nations, among which he 
named the United States and Isr- 
ael, and Tehran's success in hol- 
ding on to a substantial share of 
the world's oil market were obs- 
tacles which he had not foreseen 
when be first left Iran, Mr. Bani- 
Sadr said. 

He also said Khomeini had des- 
tabilised politics in the Middle 
East as a whole through "ter- 
rorism” in Lebanon, and this 
made it less feasible for him to 
make a come-back at this time. 
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Massoud Rajavi 


Aboiiussan Bani-Sadr 


Mr. Rajavi, 36, said of the split 
with Mr. Bani-Sadr: “We reached 
a point where it was better for us 
to go our separate ways... he was 
my ally, you know he is my father- 
in-law. and it was the Mujahedin 
that helped him escape to Fra- 
nce.” 

Mr. Rajavi. imprisoned for sev- 
eral years in Iran under Lhe former 
Shah, fled to France on the same 
plane as Bani-Sadr in July 1981. 
- He said the split meant the 
Mujahedin no longer recognised 
Mr. Bani-Sadr as the president of 
the provisional government which 
it would set up should they suc- 
ceed m toppling Khomeini. The 
Mujahedin says that about 90 per 
cent of political prisoners in Iran 
today are its members or sym- 
pathisers. 


Mr. Rajavi hinted that the split 
ted l 


amounted to a loss of support for 
his former ally. “As far as I know, 

Mr. Bani-Sadr has no party. We 
(the Mujahedin) accepted him as a 
personality, not as a rep- 
resentative of. a party or a group" 
he said. 

Mr. Rajavi said that Mr. Bani- . - 
Sadr had signed a peace plan j '. 
drawn up by the Mujahedin after ! 
the meeting with Mr. Aziz. The 
plan, approved by other Paris- ", 
based opposition groups, rails for " • 
an immediate ceasefire, pre- 
ferably under U.N. supervision 
and a withdrawal of troops to bor- ... 
ders set in a 1 975 treaty. 

Mr. Bani-Sadr said he still sup- 
ported the plan but noted that it _ 
did not make specific mention of 
collaboration with Iraq. • 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 

* "4 erne Exposition J Arts Plasrique". 
si arts ai the French Cultural Centre at 
6:00 p.m. 

* "Computer and Electronic Equ- 
ipments” exhibition start at die Holiday 
Inn Hole! 

* "Paintings exhibition" by Yousef 
Baddawi at the Alia An Gallery. 

' "Claude Bernard, fonder de la phy- 
siologic mod erne" starts at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

VIDEO 

•■‘Marti Twain: Beneath tbe Laughter" 
starts at the American Centre ot 7:00 
p.m. 

* " Dbc Ans de cinema et dc TV Pub- 
licitaires". starts at the French Cultural 
Centre at 4:00 p.m. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36I47-H 

French Cultural Ccmru 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre ................. 6651 95 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Fo&Jorc Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to I Bth 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a. in. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological Msmb Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AI OaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 i.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays i 0 a.m. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan P^Uiaaal Gsflcrj: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 


from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muniazah. Jabal 
Loweibdch. Opening hours: 1 0.00 a.m. 
1 JO p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 pan. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (MOilary Museum): 
Collection of radii ary memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab* Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a-m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Lift of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a_m. - 5.00 p.m. 
dosed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Unas Amman dub. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday ai the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 JO p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
crery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7.30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
I JO p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental HoteL 2.00 pjn. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. R15Z61. 

CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tcL 24590. 

Church of the Anuundathw (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la SaBe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

AngUcau Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 41559. 
Armenian CalhoBc Church Ashrafleh. 
71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
75261. 

Sl Ephraim Church (Syrian Ort- 
hodox)) Ashrafieh. 71751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. 663249. 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


EMERGENCIES 


This information is supplied by AEa inf- 
ormation department at the Queen AUa 
International Airport tel (OS) 53250. 
where it should always be verified 


Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
pore 
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19:05 Cairo (MS) 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) ai your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


22:10 Baghdad (IA) 

Oflt 30 Cairo (RJ) 

0fe45 Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


05:45 

07:66 

08:60 

0&38 

10:45 

11:66 

11:30 


Cairo (RJ) 

.».. Aqaba (RJ) 

Cairo (MS) 

....... ....... Athens (OA) 

Athens (RJ) 


Local seUlbuy rates in fib 

Belgian franc 68.6/ 69 

Dutch guilder 124.7/ 125.4 

Egyptian guinea 314 J/ 316.8 

French franc 45 J5I 45 .8 

Iraqi dinar 360 2) 363 J 

fiauan lire (for 100) 22.8/ 23 

Japanese yen (for 100) 165 21 166-2 

Kuwaiti dinar 1259.1/ 1262.5 

Lebanese lira 64 J/ 65 J 

Qmani riyal — 1065/ 1071 J 

Qatari riyal 101.1/ 101.fi 

Saadi riyal 105.1/ 105.5 

Swedish crown 47 21 47 J 

Swiss franc 169J i 170J 

Syrian lira 52.4/ 53.1 

UAE dirham 100 AI lOl 

U.K. sterling pound ....526.9/ 530.1 

U.S. dollar 370/ 372 

W. German mark ...... 1403/ 141 .i 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centra ~ 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amman 44281-4 
Akiieh Maternity, J. Amman _ 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Mai has. J. Amman .............. 36140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar AJ-Shifa. J. Hussein 667158 

AJ-Muasber Hospital 667227-9 

Tbe Islamic. Abdali ......... 665292 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164 


Dr. Amin Abdul Jaber. 

-674222 

Grand Arab pharmacy 

— 24051 

Shahatit pharmacy 

— 21699 



Fares pharmacy'— 

... 663938 

Wehdar pharmacy - 

74754 



Jerusalem taxi 

— 39655 

Tamer taxi 

666417 

Kbaled tan 

..... 23715 

Waddah taxi - 


IRBID 


Dr. Radhwau AI Sa'd 


Palestine pharmacy 

73141 

ZARQA: 


Dr. (dialed Abu Hussein .. 

85001 

AI Saleh pharmacy 

(-) 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 


Italian, Al-Mohajreen ......... 77101-3 . 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 751 11 

Army, Marks 91611 


NIGHT DUTY 


Ministry of Tourism 

Hotel complaints 

Rrice comphdna 

Telephone: 

Information 


73311.'. 
. 74111 
. 42311 
666412 
661176. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad S. Lebbadah .. 96560' 


Jordan and Middle East c alls . 
Overseas caHa „ 


Cable or telegram 

Repair service 


iz: 

10 . 

17 

18 

■ IV 


WEATHER 


12*0 

12:15 

1230 

1330 


PRAYER TIMES 

63:41 Fajr 

05.05 ( Sunrise I Shuruq 

11--36 - — Dhuhr 

15:13 ‘Aar 

18:07 — .. — Maghreb 

19 J1 ’Isha 


14J0 
1*40 
1605 
16:49 
19-JO 
19:40 
2005 
26:1 5 
2fcJ0 
20J0 
23:06 


Amsterdam. New York i 

Vienna. Chicago. Los Angeles 
(W) 

... Paris. London (RJ) 

— Geneva, Frankfurt (RJ) 

— Istanbul, Bucharest (RJ) 

Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Muscat 
(OF) 

Cairo (RJ) 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 

Meteorology. 


MARKET PRICES 


It will be cold and partly cloudy, with 
scattered showers and northwesterly 
moderate winds. In Aqaba, it will be 
partly cloudy, with northerly moderate 
winds and seas calm. 


Apple 


Uppertlower price infix per kg. 

350/300 


Banana . 

Banana (Mukammar) an . u . 


. Kuwait (KU) 


... Istanbul. Belgrade (JU) 


Medina, Jeddah (SV) 
Kuwait, Dhahran (RJ) 


Low/high temperature in deg.C. 

Amman — 12/26 

Aqaba 17/30 


Cabbage ..... 
Carrot 


Deserts 


— Cairo (MS) 

... Baghdad (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 


Jeddah (RJ) Jordan Valley 


— 10/27 
...... 16/29 


Cauliflower (white) . 

Chestnut 

Cucumber (luge) _. 
Cucumber (small) .. 

Dates ... 


280/240 
-.240 / 210 
...350/300 
- 50/ 30 
-130/100 
-230/180 


Grape? (black) 
Grapefruit . — 


Guava 

Lemon 


.— 700/600 
—.130/100 
.400/300 


Marrow (large) — 

Marrow (mail) 

Mandarin 

OHvea 


.170/140, 


— 160/140 
-240/200 


230/200- 1 


Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

— Lisbon, Rio de Janeiro (IA) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 29. Aqaba 33. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 20 per cent, Aqaba 17 
percent. 


Eggplant (Urge) . — 
Eggplant (null) ..... 


Garlic 

Grapes (white) ... 


-400/350 
-180/ 140 
.... 280 / 240 
-180/ 150 
-150/110 
..-160/120 
-400/300 
... 180/ ISO 
... 700/600 


Onion (dry) 
Okra 


.350/200 . 


». 170/ 140 


11507 100 
300/250. 



Orange* (Abu Sana) 

Oranges (Shammonti) _ 300 /270- 

' -Fean .—11500/450.. 

Pepper (sweet) — — —360/320' 
Pepper (hot green) '440/400 . 


Potatoes 


Tangarine 


160/120 

.350/300 










• • - •“ » w - •• • 




Home news 

Yarmouk University establishes 
special fund for needy students 


ERBID (J.T.) — Yarmouk Uni- 
versity has announced the est- 
ablishment of a special fund for 
helping needy students who form 
□early' 15 per cent of the total 
number of Yarmouk University 
students. • 

The announcement was made at 
a meeting held here Saturday eve- 
ning to discuss means of financing 
the education of students who are 
in dire need of help. The meeting 
Which was chaired by the uni- 
versity president Dr. AdnanBad- 

ran was attended by university 

deans and representatives of the 
cross section of Iitoid population. 

Dr. Bad ran urged, the wealthy 


community of Irtrid to extend help 
to the students to enable them to 
pursue their education. Also spe- 
aking at the meeting was Dr. 
Ado an Nayfeb, dean of the uni- 
versity's scientific research and 
post graduates department and 

several notables from Irbid gov- 
ernors te who supported the idea 
of the fund. 

Donations at the meeting amo- 
unted to JD 20,000 which. Dr. 
Badran described as a nucleus for 
attracting more contributions. 
Tbe participants decided to form 
an executive committee for tbe 
fund, chaired by Dr. Nayfeh, 
which w31 follow up fund-raising 
operations. 


Pharmacists association 
forms arbitration committee 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An arbitration 
committee, formed last week, to 
solve problem that have emanated 
from the collective resignations of 
eight of the Jordanian Pharmacists 
Association (JPA) board mem- 
. bers, has met with tbe Minister of 
Health Dr. Kamel Ajloum on Sat- 
urday/ 

Earlier last week. Dr. Ajloiiui 
has frozen the eight members res- 
ignations in attempts to resolve 
the differences between them and 
the JPA president Mr. Ghaleb 
SabarinL Tbe resigned members 
have said to have taken their step 
in protest' to “the cod repeated 
bypassing of the councils decisions 
by Mr. Sabarini.’’ 

Well informed sources have 
told the Jordan Times that the arb- 
itration committee, which inc- 
ludes Mayor of penman Abdul 


Raouf A1 Rawabdeh, who has 
suggested to tbe minister tbe dis- 

■ solving of council and making a 
new election as an appropriate 
solution for the JPA crisis. 

The sources expects the min- 
ister to announce a decision to dis- 
solve the JPA council upon his 
.return from a visit to Qatar, next 
Saturday. 

According to the JPA, if five or 
more council members resign, the 
council is automatically dissolved 
and a new election should be held 

■ next mouth. 

An annual JPA meeting, in 
which members were expected to 
discuss differences between the 
council and Mr. Sabarini, could 
not take place due to failure to get 
the required quorum, and the 
meeting was postponed till April 


AOSM discusses technical 
assistance to member states 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Technical ass- 
istance by the Arab Organisation 
for Standardisation and Met- 
rology (AOSM) to member states 
and following up the imp- 
lementation of programmes slated 
for 1 984 are among the major top- 
ics for discussion at an AOSM 
executive council meeting which 
opened in Amman Saturday. 

The meeting is chaired by Mrs.. 
Adiha«flJ^a0^i^ia5i Syria an 
attended by delegates from Jor-. 
dan and several Arab countries as 
well as the secretary general of the 
Amman-based (AOSM). Dr. 
Zafer A1 Sawwaf. 


Also on the agenda is the work 
of AOSM’s technical committees 
in various Arab states and co- 
ordination among Arab states in 
the unification of standards and 
measurements in fertilisers, food, 
minerals and other industries- 

The AOSM which was est- 
ablished in 1965, helps Arab sta- 
f tes to .unify technical terms and 
^standard specifications for pro- 
“ducts and deals with technical 
drawing and packaging and assists 
in the establishment of national 
bodies and collaborates with int- 
ernational standards activities. 


Road closed due to poor visibility 


AMMAN (Petra) — A1 Queira- 
Ras A1 Naqab road in southern 
Jordan.is closed for traffic because 
of tbe accumulation of sand and 
very poor visibility, the Public 
Security Department announced 
here on Sunday. 

It said that the Qatraneh road is 
all also impassable due to high 
winds and dense dust and very 
poor visibility. 


The department advised mot- 
orists to take extra care while dri- 
ving along the Aqaba- Jerash — 
Rnmtha road because of very 
strong wind and dust. 

It warned drivers also to take 
extra precaution while travelling 
in tiie Azraq — H-4 regions and 
advised drivers to refrain from 
travelling in the southern regions 
of the country unless it was nec- 
essity. 


Justice minis ter 
leaves for 
Baghdad 

| AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Justice Ahmad Abdul Karim A1 
Tar awn eh left for Baghdad Sat- 
urday night to take part in the sec- 
ond meeting of Arab Justice Min- 
isters. 

The ministers will discuss seven 
papers dealing with the unification 
of Arab judiciary laws and issues 
connected with regulations aff- 
ecting companies, transport, soc- 
. ial welfare and juvenile del- 
inquency as well as inter-Arab 
co-operation in judicial affairs, 
among other topics. Hie minister 
is accompanied by two Jordanian 
.judges. 

Scientific camp 
opens today 

AMMAN (Petra) — A scientific 
camp will open Monday 'rtf the 
faculty of science in the University 
of Jordan. On display in the 
week-long camp will be exh- 
ibitions of computers, reliefs and 
scientific drawings, chemical exp- 
eriments, a charitable bazaar in 
addition to scientific films and a 
geological exhibition. i 

Stock exchange 
up 29% 
in March 

AMMAN (R) — The volume of 
traded shares in the Amman Fin- 
ancial Market (AFM), Jordan’s 
official stock exchange, rose by 
about 29 per cent to 5.8 million 
shares in March from 4_5 million 
shares in February, 'the AMF 
monthly bulletin said. 

Value of the traded shares tot- 
alled JD 8.5 milli on (about $23 
million), compared to JD 6.07 mil- 
lion ($16.4 millioa) in February, 
tbe bulletin said. 

Short course 
offered on 
Biblical 
archaeology 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A six-week 
course on “Archaeology and the 
Books of- Joshua ^and- Judges” i 
starts ' this WCck inti* American 2 
Centre of Oriental Research : 
(ACOR). Tbe course will review 
recent explorations and surface 
surveys in Palestine and Jordan, 
focusing on the transition from the 
late Bronze Age to Iron I (c. 1200 
B.C.). 

Through the use of slides and 
lectures, the course will evaluate 
major interpretations of Biblical 
traditions in light of new arc- 
haeological evidence. Tbe course 
will be taught by Dr. Bob Boling, a 
visiting fellow at ACOR. 

Classes begin April 1 7th at 6:30 
p.m., at ACOR, and meet every 
Tuesday. The last session will be 
May 22nd. 

■ For further information, con- 
tact Laura Hess at ACOR, 
(814917). 
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Jordan signs 
cultural agreement 
with Czechoslovakia 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and Czechoslovakia 
Sunday signed an executive programme for imp- 
lementing a bilateral cultural agreement for 1984- 
86 . 


Czechoslovakia’s Ambassador Vadov Pizinger and 
the Secretary General of the Ministry of Education, 


Dr. AbdulLatif Arabiyat, sign a cultural agreement 
Sunday (Petra photo) 


Under the agreement Cze- 
choslovakia will offer Jordan 3 
number of scholarships for stu- 
dents to acquire higher education 
at its educational institutions, and 
Jordan will offer in exchange a 
number of scholarships for Czech 
students to learn Arabic at the 
country's universities. 

Both countries will also co- 
operate in holding artistic and cul- 
tural events, will encourage the 
exchange of cultural and literary 
works and the holding of exh- 
ibitions to display the an and cul- 
ture of both countries each other. 

The programme provides also 
for close co-operation between 


the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
and the Czechoslovak Academy 
of Sciences. 

The programme was signed by 

Dr. Abdul Latif Arabiyat, Min- 
istry of Education’s secretary gen- 
eral and Czechoslovak Amb- 
assador to Jordan Vaclav Pizinger. 

A spokesman for the Ministry 
of Education where the signing 
took place said that the pro- 
gramme opens the way for new 
avenues of bilateral co-operation 
in cultural, educational, sports act- 
ivities and an affairs, and is bound 
to bolster ties of friendship bet- 
ween the two countries. 


Seminar focuses on 
universities’ role in health 


Majali opens Omani festival 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The seminar on the 
role of universities in achieving 
health for all by the year 2000 
Sunday concluded its second and 
last day of sessions and issued rec- 
ommendations on the subject to 
be considered by the concerned 
authorities. 

The necessity to form a higher 
commitee to plan health cur- 
riculum and the provision of inf- 
ormation about health care, the 
concentration on practical mea- 
sures to be implemented on the 
curriculum were on top of the iss- 
ued recommendations. 

At the closing session here at 
the faculty of engineering and tec- 
hnology at the University of Jor- 
dan. the seminar recommended 
the founding of a national library 
for badly needed medical ref- 
erences and the imposing of a soc- 
iety health course to be taken by 
| all students at Jordanian uni- 
versities.. 

it Hie seminar also called for tbe 
giprovsion of necessary -statistical 
p * information on the patient^ hea- 
lth conditions and the organising 
of research studies on food, env- 
ironment and professions and . 
methods for further development. 

Other recommendations were 
also issued to enhance the role of 
universities in achieving a better 
! health development programme. 

| A joint working paper was pre- 
; seated earlier at the seminar by 
Dr. Suleiman Qob'ein from the 
Ministry of Health and Dr. Abd- 
ullah A1 Hyari of the Royal Med- 
ical Services. 

The paper titled “How to make 
workers in the health field more 
compatible and acquainted with 
the needs of health care” stated 
that Jordan is committed — just 
like any other country in the world 


— to the principle of attaining hea- 
lth for all by the year 2000 through 
the concept of medical care agreed 
upon in 1978. 

Hie working paper pointed out 
that medical and nursing edu- 
cation in Jordan depends largely 
on tbe rehabilitation and training 
of medical doctors in the medical 
services which has to do with the 
patients' treatment without con- 
sidering health problems facing 
the society as a whole. 

The two researchers said that 
educational curriculum are part of 
many variables affecting and aff- 
ected by the problems of health 
services which are part of the daily 
practise of students as human bei- 
ngs and citizens. 

The research stated that the 
future strategy for medical cur- 
riculum in its various sectors and 
levels bears a big responsibility in 
directing aod shaping up health 
development on the future pra- 
ctical level. 

The researchers reviewed the 
basic health Deeds of the Jor- 
danian society represented in hea- 
lth education, mother-child care, 
counselling clinics, disease the- 
rapy and treatment immunity, acc- 
idents and the provision of badly 
needed medical drugs. 

Another working paper was 1 
presented by five medical doctors 
from the Ministfy of Health in 
which they explained methods of 
providing health care services thr- 
ough members of tbe educational 
staff of universities. 

The two-day seminar was org- 
anised by the Ministry of Health in 
co-operation with the World Hea- 
lth Organisation (WHO), the uni- 
versities of Jordan and Yarmouk. 
the ministries of Information, 
Education. Social Development 
and the National Planning Cou- 
ncil. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A five-day 
Omani festival was opened at the 
University of Jordan Saturday. On 
display, are Omani books, popular 
foods and other products. 

Also there will be a sports fes- 
tival by Omani youths. 

The festival was opened by the 
University President Dr. Abdul 
Salam AJ Majali in a ceremony 
attended by university vice pre- 
sidents. faculty deans, staff and 
students as well as Omani embassy 
staff. 



University of Jordan President Dr. Abdul Salam Al Majali (second 
from left) along with Omani embassy staff, university staff and stu- 
dents views an Omani book exhibition at the University of Jordan 
(Petra photo) 


Ministers inspect Karak Governorate 


KARAK (Petra) — Three min- 
isters paid an inspection tour to 
Karak Governorate Saturday and 
met with heads of municipal and 
village councils, departments dir- 
ectors and citizens in the gov- 
e mo rate. 

The three ministers were Min- 
ister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abed Khalaf Dawoudieh, Min- 
ister of Public Works Rayef Nijm 
and Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Env- 
ironment Hamdullah Al Nabulsi. 

Mr. Dawoudieh talked during 
the meeting and reaffirmed his 
ministry’s role, in co-operation 


with donors in the governorate. in 
building mosques and establishing 
a library in every mosque. 

He also added that the ministry 
will co-operate with the municipal 
and village councils to surround 
cemetries with walls, to invest 
awqaf endowment lands and also 
to set up a women cultural centre 
in the city. 

Speaking at the meeting, Mr. 
Nabulsi said that his ministry will, 
in co-operation with municipal 
and village councils, carry out the 
necessary services for people. He 
also added that the ministry will 


study the new plan for Karak and 
will also make efforts to organise 
housing complexes in the city. 

Mr. Nijm, also speaking at the 
meeting, pointed out that his min- 
istry will prepare a study during 
this year for village and agr- 
icultural roads and will prepare a 
schedule of priorities for imp- 
lementation. 

Karak Governor Ahmad Al 
Qur'an also made a speech out- 
lining the governorate’ s needs and 
demands. The ministers later vis- 
ited the town of Mazar and con- 
ferred with its inhabitants. 


Baddawi portrays modern downtown Amman 


By 'Meg Abu Hamdan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Painting some of the 
liveliest, brightest and certainly 
some of the most attractive souk 
scenes around at the moment has 
to be 'Yousef Baddawi, whose 
work is currently on show at tbe 
; Alia Art Gallery . Full of well pai- 
nted, animated figures and bold 
.gay colours,- these paintings are a 
real pleasure to see but there is 
more to them than that, for these 
paintings are not paintings of any 
souk, they are paintings of modern 
downtown Amman in all its div- 
ersity and character, and through 


his work Baddawi has managed to 
convey exactly its familiar hustle 
and bustle, push and shove and 
festive atmosphere. 

Baddawi is an ' able dra- 
ughtsman and so although his fig- 
ures are very impressionistic, they 
have real presence and by their 
gestures and postures alone he 
captures the essence of the scene. 
With a couple of blocks of well 
placed colour, he shows us an old 
beggar woman, sitting very squ- 
arely and quite comfortably on the- 
pavement receiving a few piasters 
from a young passerby. In the 
doorway of a coffee shop, whose 
interior darkness is lit by the 


bright shirts of tbe vaguely dis- 
cemable customers within, we see 
tbe familiar figure of the labourer, 
his brown bare feet thrust into red 
plastic flip flops, his little woollen 
cap protecting the back of his head 
from the glare of the sun. 

We see the hawkers squatting 
by the side of tbe road, the shops 
with their cheap goods stacked 
outside, the colourful canopies 
giving shade, and around each 
cameo Baddawf s lovely cheerful 
colours whirl, drawing the eye and 
the attention onto the central act- 
ors of the scene while at the same 
time adding life and excitement. 



Baddawi often draws his figures 
from the back so that you have the 
feeling of being part of the scene. 
Part of it, yet also apart for you 
seem to be an invisible observer, 
catching the figures at their duly 
business unawares ... some of 
Baddawf s best pieces — the lone 
figures of the man reading bis 

ART REVIEW 

newspaper, and the old man sit- 
ting on the floor, the whiteness of 
his hattar echoing that of his dish 
dash which is raised, exposing a 
thin bare calf, sock and shoe, and 
the crowd of people in a rainbow 
of colours moving slowly towards 
the mosque — all employ this idea 
to an excellent effect. 

Among the many souk scenes, 
there are two very attractively 


composed still fives of flowers in 
Baddawi’s now characteristically 
bright palette of colours and a few 
abstract paintings. 

These latter along with one or 
two of the souk scenes tend not to 
work very welL, although for dif- 
ferent reasons; The colours Bad- 
dawi ha s' used in his abstracts, are, 
strangely enough, rather dull and 
lifeless and the large rather untidy 
signatures do not really help. With 
souk scenes (like the “Coffee 
Shop") on the other hand, the col- 
ours are rather badly mixed, their 
application a little wild and unf- 
inished. 

One of the great attractions of 
Baddawf s work is its spontaneity 
and freshness, but there is a dif- 
ference between that and the little 
too hurriedly thrown together 
look of the latter painting. 

The exhibition runs until April 
19. 



Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abed Khalaf 
Dawoudieh, Minister of Municipal and Rural Aff- 
airs and the Environment Hamdnilah Al Nabulsi 
and Minister of Public Works Rayef Nijm (from 


right to left) discuss with leading officials and cit- 
izens of Karak during an inspection to or Saturday 
(Petra photo) 



A crowd of peopfe moving towards Al Hussein Mosque downtown, Amman. 


An old man sitting on tbe floor, tbe whiteness of his haltar echoing that 
of his dish dash which Is raised, exposing a thin bare calf, sock and 
shoe 


Jabaji appointed 
as director 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the chairman of the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) board 
of trustees, has appointed Dr. 
Daond Jabaji to the post of dir- 
ector of the RCC’s BuSdiiig 
Research Centre as of the beg- 
inning of April. ' 


Bahraini cultural 
week planned 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Bahraini, 
cultural week will be held here on 
April 24 under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Prince Has- 
san. Sheikh Issa Ibn Mohammad 
Al Khaiifah, president of the hi- 
gher council for youth and sports 
in Bahrain and Dr. Mohammad Al 
Khuza'i. director of the dep- 
artment of culture and arts in Bah- 
rain will be attending the function. 

The week will include a Bah- 
raini fashion show, to be pre- 
sented by the Bahraini folklore 
band in Amman, Zarqa and M ad- 
aba in addition to recital by Bah- 
raini poets and children's plays at 
the Haya Art Centre. 


DR. JAMAL SHAIR 

resumes outpatient clinic gynaecology and obstetrics 
at Ahli Hospital: 

70.00 - 7.00 and 5.00 - 7.00 

tel. 664164 
664165 
664166 


odlectb 


Sports City St. - Near Housing Bank Branch 

Soon and for the first time in Amman you shall be- 
invited to admire our rare and sensational col- 
lection of 

BATH CO-ORDINATES 
BATHROOM ACCESSORIES 

24K Gold Plated 

FINE ARTS FRAMED PICTURES 
BRASSWARE 

STRAIGHT FROM THE USA 
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A replay of lost time? 


THE LACK of political movement within the Pal estinian lea- 
dership is a bad omen for those who expected a surge of 
initiatives following the departure of PJLO leader Yasser Arafat 
and his supporters from north Lebanon last winter. The split 
within Fateh has been a major constraint on the entire Pal- 
estinian national movement, hot other factors have also held 
up any substantive action. These include the policy differences 
between Mr. Arafat’s people and die more hardline factions in 
the PLO such as the Popular Front for the TiheraHon of 
Palestine (PFLP) and Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) — both of whom have signalled their po litical 
tendencies by carrying out daring commando operations wit- 
hin Israel. The Syrian- Arafat differences, the Israeli elections 
and the American presidential elections also work against any 
dramatic new initiative in the Middle East thh year. 

Yet, the pace of political action within the PLO remains 
frustratingiy slow. There are many people who think they are 
seeing a replay of the events of 1982/83, when the PLO emerged 
with its head high Grom Beirut and spent the next year doing 
very little — at a time when its international political standing 
was high and Israel’s was correspondingly low. 

The important thing for the PLO to do now Is to re-assert its 
own significance and legitimacy by re-affirming the one ess- 
ential factor that has always been its strongest weapon — the 
fact that it is a genuine representative of the Palestinians, 
reflecting their sentiments and articulating their political 
goals. The spectacle of small groups of leaders of different 
factions bargaining the night away to come to understandings 
on the groundrules for future meetings of the Palestine Nat- 
ional Council is not very heartening. While we appreciate that 
t ime is required to sort things out wi thin the PLO, it seems to os 
that the best use of time by the PLO and fts component groups 
would be to go back to Its grassroots support and rejuvinate 
itself by the expressed will of the Palestinian people. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Mean ‘retaliation’ 


IN THE wake of the daring resistance operations in the occupied 
Arab lands, the Israeli authorities have resorted to demolishing the 
Immcs of relatives of the resistance group which carried out these 
operations. This is the usual Israeli way of finding vent for their evil 
spirits by taking vengeance on the civilian population. Nevertheless, 
these Israeli repressive measures can never deter the Palestinians 
from carrying out resistance activity for liberating their homeland. 
As long as Israel* s rulers and the Zionist leaders shun any call for 
reason or justice, and as long as they disregard the rights of the 
Palestinian people in their land, they wiD Have to face resistance 
activity day and night. 

Sooner or later the Israeli people will come to realise that peace in 
the region cannot be attained unless Palestinians regain their rights 
and land. Perhaps the recent resistance operations inside the occ- 
upied territories will drive home this fact to the Israelis so that they 
can stop their terrorist measures against the Palestinian population 
and stop demolishing homes of innocent civilians. 


Al Dustour: Instigating more bloodshed 

ISRAEL HAS demolished thousands of Arab homes in the occupied 
Arab lands accusing their owners of resisting occupation rule or 
helping resistance groups carry out their operations. By doing so. 
Israel is trying continuously to subdue the spirit of Arab resistance 
and threatening the Arabs with retaliatory measures if they think of 
resisting the oppression of the Israeli rulers. Israel has this time 
resorted to its old style of revenge by demolishing the homes of those 
» ho took part in the recent resistance operations. 

The commando group was not responsible for the death of any- 
body in the bus operation, and they had warned to take the bus to the 
Egyptian border where they would negotiate with the Israelis over 
the release of their mates in Israeli jails. But the treachery which the 
Israelis have displayed in their dealings with the commando group 
and the subsequent demolishing of the homes can only increase the 
Palestinian determination to cany out more resistance activity in the 
future and perhaps with more indifference towards human life and 
more bloodshed. 

The demolishing of the homes can not stop resistance activity and 
if anything, this action will widen the vicious circle of revenge and 
counter revenge in the region. 


Sawt Al Shaab: What democracy? 

IN A statement by Israel's Defence Minister Moshe Arens he said 
that the Arab population in the occupied territories constitute for 
J.sraei a social rather than a national problem, and it can be con- 
sidered a problem of a minority living amongst a majority of “dem- 
ocratic” Jewish people. 

Perhaps his statement was in reply to calls within Israel stressing 
the fact that the government's policies will lead to a social disaster in 
tlie long run. The statement reflects the Israeli government’s drive to 
obliterate the identity of the Arab people after confiscating their 
lands. 

Democracy can never be built on terror practised against any 
people. There can be no democracy among people who believe in 
fanaticism and practise racial and religious discrimination against 
others and continue to deny the rights of other people. There can be 
no democracy in a land which is ruled by terrorism and oppression, 
and where the indigenous population cannot express their thoughts 
or exercise their freedom. 

Arena's statement reflects his government’s determination to ref- 
use to admit that the resistance operations inside the occupied lands 
are the natural result of Israel's ill-practices and its repressive mea-. 
si! res against the civilian people of Palestine. 


Brazilians press heavily for direct elections 




By Allan Rediti 

Reuter 

BRASILIA — Hundreds of tho- 
usands of protesting Brazilians 
have intensified pressure on the 
divided military-backed gov- 
ernment to permit the electorate 
to choose Brazil's next president. 

More than a million people sta- 
ged a protest march through Rio 
de Janeiro this week, and other 
mass rallies are planned before an 
opposition amendment to allow 
-direct elections comes before con- 
gress on April 25. 

The government wants to uph- 
old the rule, established by the 
armed forces which toppled the 
last civilian government in 1964, 
that a presidential successor must 
be picked by an electoral college 
dominated by the ruling party. 

But opinion polls show that 
nearly 90 per cent of the ele- 
ctorate among Brazil* si 31 million 
people want to choose him the- 
mselves before the term of the 
incumbent. President Joao Fig- 


ueiredo, ends in March next year. 

“The amendment was approved 
by the people here tonight," said 
Ulyses Guimaraes, leader of the 
main opposition Democratic 
Movement Party (PMDB), after 
the Rio rally surpassed all exp- 
ectations. 

For the amendment to make it 
through Congress, 100 par- 
liamentarians of the ruling Social 
Democratic Party (PDS) would 
have to be persuaded to switch 
their allegiance. 

Despite some defections, the 
PDS leadership seems confident 
it can defeat the amendment — if 
necessary by simply boycotting 
the debate and denying par- 
liament the two-thirds quorum 
needed for a vote on a con- 
stitutional amendment. 

“Brazil will not run the risk of 
having direct elections next year 
because the PDS won’t be in Con- 
gress to vote," PDS President Jose 
Sarney said. 

The opposition, with thousands 
of supporters expected to come to 
Brasilia for the debate, is bound to 


protest loudly if this happens. 

The question being asked is how 
the hundreds of th ou sands who 
have demonstrated peacefully so 
far will react if the amendment is 
defeated and their hopes are das- 
hed. 

The military hierarchy, which 
defends the constitution and the- 
refore the indirect voting system, 
has expressed concern that the 
direct vote campaign could und- 
ermine the government’s aut- 
hority and lead to a breakdown in 
law and order. 

The military is particularly sen- 
sitive to large opposition gat- 
herings in the capital. When hun- 
dreds of people came here to sup- 
port opposition protests agai ns t a 
minimum wage law last year, it 
persuaded the president to impose 
emergency measures on Brasilia, 
allowing the armed forces direct 
policing duties. 

The opposition campaign has 
emboldened underground groups' 
such as the banned Communist 
Party and the 1960s Urban* gue- 
rrilla group MR-8 to surface with 


their flags among the crowds at 
recent rallies. 

If such groups tried to capitalise 
on public disappointment should 
the constitutional amendment fail, 
opposition leaders fear they might 
cause a military backlash str- 
angling Mr. figueiredo’s policy of 
abertura (open politics). 

The only waive ring in gov- 
ernment policy so far has been a 
promise from Mr. FIgueiredo that 
he, will send to parliament a gov- 
ernment constitutional ame- 
ndment to allow direct elections 
for president but only after his 
successor takes over. 

In the ruling party itself, the 
splits are becoming increasingly 
visible with Vice President Aur- 
eliano Chaves, a civilian and one 
of the three PDS candidates vying 
for the party’s nomination, des- 
cribing direct vote as a le gitimate 
popular aspiration. 

Mr. FIgueiredo left the PDS 
hopelessly split between Mr. Cha- 
ves and two other leading can- 
didates when, unlike his four mil -' 


'itaiy predecessors. be refused to 
name a heir and said he would 
leave the choice up to the. parly. 

The other two PDS hopefuls, 
Interior Minister Mario And- 
reazza and former San Paulo State 
Governor Paulo Xaluf, have stuck 
to the party line so far. 

Mr. Andreazza has described 
the campaign for direct elections 
as an attempt to rob the PDS of 
the 1982 election success in which 
h won a majority in the electoral 
college. 

In the lower ranks of the party, 
members of parliament are faced 
with a thorny choice in deciding 
where their allegiance should go. 
Supporting or fighting the opp- 
osition proposal could make the 
difference between Mr. Chaves 
and two other leading candidates 
when, unlike his four military pre- 
decessors, he refused to name a 
heir and said he would leave the 
choke up to the party. 

The other two PDS hopefuls. 
Interior Minister Mario And- 
reazza add former Sao Paulo State 


Governor Paulo Xaluf, have stuck 
to the party line sdfar. ■ 

Mr. Andreazza has described 
the campaign for direct elections 
as an attempt to cob the PDS of 
the 1982 elections success in 
which it won a majority in the ele- 
ctoral college.- - 

In' the lower ranks of the party, 
members of parliament are faced 
with a thorny choice m deciding 
where their allegianas should go. 
Supporting or fighting the opp- 
osition proposal could make the 
difference between 1 being voted 
back into office or losing their 
constituencies when they seek 
re-election in 1986. 

If the amendment is defeated, 
the PDS will choose its pre- 
sidential candidate al its national 
convention in September. 

The nominee will then almost 
certainly be elected Brazil's next 
president when the electoral col- 
lege convenes in January and he 
will take over from Mr. FIgueiredo 
on March 15 next year — with or 
without popular support. 


‘Young’ Gorbachev subtly positioned next to Chernenko 


By Mark Wood 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, at 53 the youngest mem- 
ber of the Soviet Communist Party 
Politburo, appears firmly on cou- 
rse to become the next Soviet lea- 
der after consolidating his position 
as Kremlin second man this week. 

If he should achieve that goal 
and succeed Konstantin Che- 
rnenko as Communist Party chief, 
most Western analysts believe the 
country would be in for sharp and 
even radical changes which could 
affect the very nature of Soviet 
society. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s position as 
heir-apparent was effectively con- 
firmed at a session of the Supreme 
Soviet this week at which Mr. 
Chernenko was named as state 
president. 

First, he made the speech pro- 
posing Mr. Chernenko for the 
post, a privilege usually reserved 
for the second man. 

But even more significantly, he 
secured a parliamentary foreign 
affairs post which has traditionally 
gone to the Kremlin's ideology 
chief. Diplomats said that he 
meant he must have assumed that 
role as well. 


In terms of power, the guardian 
of ideology is second only to the 
leader and able to influence for- 
eign relations, the economy and 
internal party affairs. 

“Gorbachev was made heir- 
apparent in February when Che- 
rnenko took over. Now he has 
anchored that position and, bar- 
ring any major upheavals, he can 
sit back and wait for power to fall 
into his lap," one diplomat said. 

A stocky, bald man with an easy 
and confident manner, Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s rise through the party 
ranks has been unusually rapid in 
Soviet terms. 

He rocketed into the politburo 
in 1980 at tbe age of 49, charged 
with improving the parlous state 
of Soviet agriculture. 

His early promotion already 
marked him as a man to watch, but 
it was not untO Yuri Andropov 
took power in November 1982 
that Mr. Gobachev began to ext- 
end his power within the pol- 
itburo. 

Within months he was in overall 
control of economic policy and 
also deeply involved in party aff- 
airs, playing a major role in org- 
anising elections of officials. 

During Mr. Andropov’s brief 
reign Mr. Gorbachev emerged 


very forcefully as the main pro- 
ponent of a programme of reform 
and change aimed at shaking up 
the Soviet economy and replacing 
time-serving officials with tal- 
ented, young men. 

By the middle of last summer he 
was always in place at Mr. And- 
ropov’s right hand, a sure sign that 
he was tbe leader’s own choice to 
succeed him. 

Informed sources also say Mr. 
Gorbachev was tbe only member 
of the politburo to have regular 
contact with Mr. Andropov during 
the president’s long period of ill- 
ness. 

Western analysts believe a dea- 
dlock between rival factions for- 
ced Mr. Chernenko to accept Mr. 
Gorbachev as his deputy and ple- 
dge to continue the changes lau- 
nched by his predecessor. 

They say Mr. Gorbachev should 
now be able to maintain his pos- 
ition — both Mr. Andropov and 
Mr. Chernenko were ideology 
chiefs before they took control — 
but that much could depend on 
how long tbe 72-year-old party 
leader remains in power. 

“Given five or six years, Mir. 
Chernenko might have tbe time to 
outmanoeuvre Mr. Gorbachev 
and push forward his own allies. 
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Mikhail Gorbaduv 


but it will now fie very difficult," 
one commented. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s character and 
his past performance suggest he 
would mould a different type of 
leadership from the secretive and 
conservative style of past years. 

“He would not try to change the 
basics of the Communist system, 
but he would certainly be out to 
make the country much more eff- 
icient, and probably more open," 
one diplomat said. 


When be visited Canada last 
year, the young politburo member 
showed he was not only able to 
think on his feet and give quick 
answers to tricky questions. He 
also indicated a receptiveness 
towards Western ideas and advice. 

Some embassy analysts believe 
that if he took power he would be 
eager to improve trading links 
with tbe West and would seek 
calmer political relations so that 
he could concentrate on internal 
affairs. 

“One must not forget of course, 
that in the long run that might be 
dangerous for the West. A more 
efficient and confident Soviet 
Union could be a much bigger thr- 
. eat," one diplomat said. 

Mr. Gorbachev was born in 
1931 in tbe southern Russian reg- 
ion of Stavropol, a key grain- 
growing area, and trained as an 
agricultural expert. 

; By the age of 35 be was party ' 
chief in Stavropol City and four 
years later inn the entire region, 
achieving sharp improvements in 
farm output which attracted tbe 
attention of Kremlin leaders. 

He has 'also had success with 
Soviet agriculture as a whole. Ins- 
tead of going for short-term gains, 
Mr. Gorbachev began a major 


reform programme which is now 
seeing results in terms of higher 
output all over the country. 

His reform ideas, wh ich are now 
being applied in industry, involve 
giving managers more ind- 
ependence, making workers' pay 
dependent on performance and 
creating wider wage differentials 
to encourage the best workers. 

He has also shown a det- 
ermination to speed up tec- 
hnological development and close 
the gap with the West. 

Mr. Gorbachev looks like the 
sort of man who would encourage 
more modern attitudes and might 
allow more open discussion — 
that in itself would be rev- 
olutionary." one analyst said. 

He would certainly project a 
different image to tbe outside 
world than tbe country’s past 
three elderly and ailing leaders. 
Diplomats who have met him say 
be is energetic, humorous and has 
a markedly outgoing personality. 

Few analysts believe he will 
make any radical changes in party 
ideology, but they expect him to 
continue to take a strong interest 
in the economy and continue to 
.press for the kind of changes 
which most Western experts bel- 
ieve are long overdue. 
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KhmerRouge terror 
still plagues the 
Kampuchean scene 


By Denis D. Gray of United Nations and private 
Associated Press Western aid agencies. 

But by most yardsticks, Phnom 

PHNOM PENH - Tbe Khmer is hard eMp p^t. The 
Ro^terror d haun* Kam- Jg g £^5 
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under a mosquito net and hem- 


med in by shadows and night noi- SSHi °},l 

foreign minister is needed for .aid 

agency personnel just to go out on 
But Kampuchea appears to a weekend picnic near the city, 
have been provided with an ant- 
ibody to this darkness: Kara- Although some of the Western 
puchean officials say the country is ugcncies helped save Kampuchea 
experiencing the highest birthrate starvation and disease during 

in the world, 4 2 to 4 J per cent post-invasion period, official 
Sexual liberation followed in the suspicions remain. Westerns, for 
wake of the Khmer Rouge era and ®**mple, cannot drive vehicles, 
weddings .are now a major growth ^though employees of Western 
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By Charles Aldinger 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON —“It gels down 
to one, little, simple phrase," a key 
Republican senator told the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
director “I am pissed off." 

That angry thrust from con- 
servative Barry Goldwater, nor- 
mally a strong Reagan supporter, 
was perhaps a crude benchmark of 
one of the biggest controversies 
the president has faced on foreign 
policy since be moved into the 
White House. 

The subject is literally explosive 
— Nicaragua and the alleged U.S. 
mining of that country’s harbours. 

Administration sources have 
been telling reporters for a week 
that the CIA, in a move to harass 
Nicaragua’s Leftist government, 
not only provided funds but act- 
ually took part in sowing mines in 
the Central American nation's 
waters. 

The Senate, controlled by Mr. 
Reagan's own Republicans, Tue- 
sday night passed by a stunning 
84-12 vote a resolution dem- 
anding that Washington hall use 
of any funds for such mining. 

The mines, which have dam- 
aged more than half a dozen ships 
from five nations, are “an act of 


■ war", Geu. Goldwater said in a 
letter to CIA Director William 
Casey. 

“I don't know how we are going 
to explain it.” the Arizona sen- 
ator, chairman of the powerful 
Senate Intelligence Committee, 
said. 

Sen. Goldwater noted in the let- 
ter, dated Monday and obtained 
Tuesday by Reuters, that Con- 
gress had never been informed of 
the hostile mining operation des- 
pite a federal law which mandates 
the White House to do so. 

The resolution, offered by 
Democratic Sen. Edward Ken- 
nedy, is non-binding and has no 
concrete effect on policy on Nic- 
aragua, where the Reagan adm- 
inistration has been actively sup- 
porting anti- government rebels. 

But Sen. Kennedy said the bip- 
artisan vote would probably spark 
off an attempt to cut off aid to the 
rebels despite charges by the adm- 
inistration that Nicaragua is exp- 
orting revolution and Soviet bloc 
arms to Leftist insurgents in Cen- 
tral America. 

Among Republicans voting for 
the resolution were Senate maj- 
ority leader Howard Baker of 
Tennessee, assistant majority lea- 
der Ted Stevens of Alaska and 


Paul Laxalt of Nevada, a long-, 
time friend of Mr. Reagan. 

The administration tried all day 
Tuesday to respond to a week of 
leaked reports about U.S. actions 
and plans in Central America. The 
White House is also having tro- 
uble getting congressional app- 
roval for a military aid package to 
help El Salvador’s government 
fight Left-wing guerrillas. 

The White House issued an 
unusual three- page joint sta- 
tement from Mr. Casey, Secretary 
of State George Shultz, Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger and 
Mr. Reagan's assistant for nat- 
ional security affairs, Robert 
McFarlane. 

“We state emphatically that we 
have not considered, nor have we 
developed plans to use U.S. mil- 
itary forces to invade Nicaragua or * 
any other Central American cou- 
ntry" the statement said. 

. But Sen. Kennedy said the Sen- 
ate vote showed “the deep con-’ 
cent all Americans feel about the 
escalation in Central America and- 
Nkaragua, and the real possibility - 
of American boys dying in the 
jungles of Central America." 

U.S. television networks quoted 
administration sources Tuesday 
night as saying the mining ope- 


ration “had ended two days ago 
and that a CIA ship used as a base 
for the operation had withdrawn." 

The Kennedy resolution, att- 
ached to a major domestic tax- 
ation bill, originally had included a 
demand that the United States 
end its refusal to recognise World 
Court jurisdiction over Central 
American disputes for two years. 

But Sen. Kennedy dropped that 
demand in order to get more con- 
crete support on tbe mining issue. 

Nicaragua has filed suit in the 
World Court in The Hague, dem- 
anding that tbe United States be 
stopped from supporting the 
anti-government guerrillas and 
taking part in the mining. 

The whole controversy is sure to 
damage tbe White House’s cha- 
nces of getting full congressional 
approval for $61 million in eme- 
rgency military aid for El Salvador 
and another $21 million for anti- 
Sandinist rebels in Nicaragua. 

House of Representatives Spe- 
aker Thomas O'Neill earlier pre- 
dicted the Democrat-controlled 
house would halve the Sal- 
vadorean funds request tbe would 
put off a House-Senate meeting 
on the overall Central American 
aid package until Congress returns 
from an Easter recess on April 23. 


Chinese cooks are doing a roa- Kampuchean Nation." 
ring catering business in Phnom More than 300 performers have 
Penh as are a mushrooming ntim- been mustered along with slides, 
ber of musical groups entertaining fihn, dance, and song to depict 
at wedding receptions. Tbe price Kampuchea's history from ancient 


tag for a wedding can be as high as 
6,000 riel (a doctor’s monthly sal- 
ary amounts to 400 nek but par- 
ents normally can recoup some of 
the outlay from wedding gifts. 

People explain that under the 
Khmer Rouge fear, fatigue, dis- 


Angkor to tbe current Communist 
president Heng Samoa. 

One scene ■ — from the days of 
the U.S.-backed Lon Nol regime 

— takes place fa a nightclub where 
flashy women and long-haired 
sons of the rich dance the night 
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munal lmngafl inhibited normal eet boys scrounge for food and 
sexual relations. corrupt policemen help gangsters 

“Some people dkhf t make love rob a young couple. ■ - 
for the entire three years of the , All this, while film dips of Ame- 
Khmer Rouge period," says one r * can war planes bombing Kam- 
government civil servant. puchea back into the stone age axe 


Power outages are becoming bemg shown on a screen mounted 
rarer, the swimming pool at the a b° ve the stage. . 


Saraaki Hotel — the best in the 
city — has re-opened and some 


There are tome moving scenes 
from Kampuchea’s tragic history 


exceDent food is now available at and also some crude propaganda, 

^ The evening ends with a series, of 
er^ boass a 150-rtem menu “production, numbers" showing 
whKh includes grilled lobster with Kampuchea’s economic revival. 6 
rawgot sauce, poulet marengo, The play is typical of Kam- 
crabe a la russe and creep flambe, puchea’s current culture: a mix of 
Fresbcroissants are available for M«x and. Angkor, an attempt to 


Life in Phnom Penh is a lot eas- 


preserve a rich heritage but alto 
insure that art' serves the rev- 
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Iran’s leaders care to 

» 

keep the Persian 
carpet art working 


By Phil Davison 

Reuter 

TEHRAN — Iran's leaders are 
trying to revive the ari of carpel- 
weaving. which was already in dec- 
line during the Iasi years of ihc 
Shah's rule. 

Persian carpets were for cen- 
turies considered the finest in the 
world. Bui in the years before the 
1 474 revolution which ousted the 
Shah, foreign dealers had been cri- 
tical of the quality. 

Iranian officials say the clergy- 
dominated government is now giv- 
ing the carpet indusiry higher pri- 
ority. By improving quality the 
government hopes to maintain 
employment in the industry and 
earn hard currency as a back-up to 
oil expons. 

Government-funded rev- 
olutionary bodies have stepped in 
to till gaps left by thousands of 
private dealers who fled the cou- 
ntry around the lime of the rev- 
olution. 

Iranian officials say 70 per cent 
of the carpel industry is still in pri- 
vate hands. But state intervention 
in the remaining 50 per cent has 
stopped rural weavers from aba- 
ndoning the an and moving to 
urban centres for other work, they 
say. 

State bodies provide weavers 
with loans, grams and raw mat- 
erials such as wool and dyes, the 
officials said, although they gave 
no figures. 

There are an estimated two mil- 
lion weavers, mostly women, in 
Iran and a further six million wor- 
king in related liclds such as 
plant-growing for natural dyes, 
wool- dyeing and designing. 

Mohammad Rcza Abed, cha- 
irman of the state-run Iranian 
Carpet Company, told Reuters 
the Islamic government policy is 
aimed at helping as many people 
as possible, particularly in dep- 
ressed rural areas, to cam a living- 
from carpets. 

"Government policy has bro- 
ken the monopoly of the wealthy 
private dealers.” Vlr. Abed said in 
his office above the company’s 
warehouse. 

” Before the revolution, the dea- 
ler paid the labour fees in advance 
and owned the carpet even before 
it waVsVartod. Now. the weaver 
-owns I vrowit carpet and can ^eli ijr- 
to a private "dealer or to us^ine 
Iranian Carpet Company). 

"If we paid for her raw mat- 
erials. this is deducted from the 
price we pay her. If she prefers to 
sell privately, she has to pay us 
back the cost of the materials.” 
Mr. Abed said. 

The quality of the Persian car- 
pel. possibly at its finest during the 
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Safavid dynasty of the 16th and 
17th centuries, steadily declined 
during the 20th century with the 
advent of chemical dyes and 
mass-production aimed at kee- 
ping up with increasing com- 
petition from other producers. 

Now. in the segment of the ind- 
ustry in which the state is involved, 
government-appointed experts 
lour weaving centres and make 
spot checks to improve quality. 

They try. for example, to keep 
alive the use of vegetable rather 
than chemical dyes. The untrained 
eye can scarcely detect a dif- 
ference. but chemical colours run 
when washed and fade quickly 
while vegetable dyes keep their 
colour for centuries. 

"At present, between 50 to 70 
percent of Iranian carpets are col- 
oured with vegetable dyes. We ins- 
ist on their use whenever possible 
since this is whaL makes Iranian 
carpels better than their com- 
petitors." Mr. Abed said. 

The carpet company also runs 
plants where new-comers are enc- 
ouraged to learn to mix dyes from 
older workers whose techniques 
have sometimes been handed 
down for generations. 

Persian carpet exports have 
been falling steadily over the past 
decade, apart from a short-lived 
rise in the lwo years following the 
revolution. This was caused by 
wealthy Iranians who. restricted 
from taking out cash, removed 
their wealth in the form of exp- 
ensive carpets. 

Now. the artificially high exc- 
hange rate for the Iranian rial — 
black market rates are at present 
600 per cent higher than the off- 
icial rates — makes Persian car- 
pets expensive for foreign buyers 
unless they deal on the black mar- 
ket and resort to smuggling. 

in an effort to counteract the 
black market, the government 
now offers a 25 per cent pre- 
ferential exchange rate to foreign 
dealers who buy carpets with off- 
icially changed cash. 

Mr. Abed said that in the Ira- 
nian year just ended, the value of 
Iran's carpet exports was double 
what it was the previous year. But 
he did not give figures. 

A look round the Iranian Car- 
pet Company's showroom in Teh- 
fSn , s”'cerfffkl”Tefd6ws! ' Street , 
sb&ws how carpet pric^^t^vfc rnuf 
tiplied several fold ’over the past 
two years. 

A relatively small Kashan. new 
and measuring 220 by 140 cen- 
timetres. is listed at 750.000 rials 
(SN.500). A new Marand. from 
the tabriz are oF north-west Iran 
and measuring 306 by 144 cen- 
timetres. is priced at 1.600.000 
rials ($18.0001. 



THE JORDAN Cine-Club shows 
at The Royal Cultural Centre this 
evening (Monday) Karel Zeman's 
“The Jester'sTaltf’.or* 4 Diaiy of a 
Lunatic”. Produced in 1964, The 
Jester's Tale is the fourth full- 
length feature film by the Cze- 
choslovak director, and is a winner 
of the Best Film Prize and the 
Prize for Best Direction at the Int- 
ernational Him Festival at San 
Francisco. 

Zernan was originally an adv- 
ertising artist and then a creator of 
puppet films. He made his first 
full-length film, “A Journey into 
the Primeval Times”, in 1954, 
which was awarded the Prize for 
the Best Children's Film at the 
International Film Festival at . 
Venice and the Film Critics' Prize 
at the International Film Festival 
at Mannheim. After this he cre- 


ated “An Invention for Des- 
truction. 1958-winner of the 
Grand Prix at the International' 
Film Festival at Brussels, of the 
Crystal Star of the French Him 
Academy and of the Prize of Cze- 
choslovak Film Critics; “Baron 
Munchausen”. 1961-which was 
1 awarded the Silver Sail at the Inter 
national Film Festival at Locarno 
and the Grand Prix at the Int- 
ernational Festival of Films for 
Youth at Cannes. Last year he 
made a screen version of Jules 
Verne’s novel," Two Years Vac- 


Opening “The Jester's Tale”, 
Zernan introduces a war taking 
place in Europe and the two par- 
ties to it: the king and the emp- 
eror. The king’s jester writes the 
story in the form of a diaiy, where 
he says at the beginning that kings 
and emperors fight wars so that he 
could write about them. 

The story starts with a young 
peasant (Peter), who has nothing 
to do with war. and his meeting 
with the cavalier (Maties), who is a 
professional in war and knows all 
about its small and big thefts. He 





convinces the young peasant to 
join him. The events develop and 
they fall prisoners of the king. The 
relation between the prisoners 
and the palace changes according 
to the war's outcome. 

Even though Zernan has com- 
plete control over his instruments, 
he did fall into some stylistic flaws. 
In giving his characters this fre- 
edom of movement, he deprived 
them of their social grounds. Most 
of the film scenes tend to be poe- 
tic. but the overall structure is car- 


icature. That is why it went bey- 
ond reality. What distinguishes 
the scenario and treatment is the 
combination of historical irony 
with romance. The director exp- 
resses certain human and phi- 
losophical attitudes not through 
tragedy but with a touch oF com- 
edy. 

This is a unique and rich film, 
new in everyway. 

— Reema AJ Issa 


Randa Habib’s 

—- Corner 


Let’s face it 


FT IS a well-known fact that foreign cigarettes an; banned in 
Jordan. This decision was taken by the Jordanian government in 
order to protect the national production and this is good. The result 
is known to all. A big majority of people smoke foreign cigarettes 
that are brought fraudulently into Jordan. The price of one pack 
ranges from 500 to 600 fils, and this is too much, especially when 
compared to the price of 200 to 300 fils paid for local cigarettes. 

As such, even if foreign cigarettes are banned, they are still 
found in the market at different prices. Who is the beneficiary in 
thU case? It is. of course, the smugglers who fill their pockets as a 
result of your vice. 

I will not talk here about the dangers of smoking, but I am asking 
one question: 

Should the government allow the entry of foreign cigarettes, 
whereby the large sums of money that are now taken by the 
smugglers would automatically be the share of the government 
under the name of tax? Wouldn't it be more logical? 

The act of banning foreign cigarettes has not stopped the Jor- 
danians from consuming them at high prices? Why can't we leg- 
alise this situation? For the consumer, the advantage would be to 
have a fixed price for bis pack and not one that varies according to 
the “mood” of the smugglers and “demand” in the market. 

For the state, the advantage would be in controlling a profit that 
In the present situation they cannot tax. As to the national product 
that everyone seems to want to protect, well, there will not really be 
any difference except that the Jordanian packet will be openly 
displayed next to the foreign one. 


No man’s land horse racing 


Istanbul faces urban trouble 


By Juan -Carlos Gamudo 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT (AP) — War has spared 
little in Lebanon, but some things 
— far older than the bloody con- 
flict — remain intact, ticking deep 
inside the hearts of men and 
women. Such is the fervent Leb- 
anese passion for horses. 

While some gulp back tears as 
they glance at Beirut's devastated 
race track, planted in the middle 
of no man’s land on the “Green 
.Line” and still bearing the ironic 
name “Palace of Peace." others 
risk death, bankruptcy or both for 
a brief morning stroll with Ara- 
bian steeds. 

One is Youssef Touma, who 
walked a haughty brown stallion 
in a recent morning on a deserted 
street near the museum crossing 
between east and west Beirut. 

“It's in our blood.” said Mr. 
Touma, a 48-year-old furniture 
salesman.” You would have to be 
born here to understand our love 
of horses.” 

Called “ the sport of ancient she- 
iks.” horse racing to Lebanese is 
whah soccer is to Brazilians or 


businessman from Kuwait. 

War has not stopped rich Leb- 
anese from enjoying the thrill of a 
good horserace. Hundreds escape 
to Paris each year, lured by the 
glittering Deauville competition, 
but the average Lebanese better 
has turned to poker, often at ill- 
egal gambling dens. 

“It's pitiful, pitiful." lamented 
Henry Pharaoun. one of the fou- 
nding fathers of the 43-year-old 
republic of Lebanon and currently 
the chairman of the paralysed 
Jockey Club of Beirut. 

“ Horses are our tradition, they 
mean everything to us.” he said, 
.his eyes glowing with emotion as 
he spoke in the statue-adored gar- 
den of his splendid mansion in 
West Beirut. “I don't know when 
we will have them back.' 1 

According to local racing add- 
icts. as fighting tapered off briefly 
last year, nearly 500 horses stood 
ready to compete. But clashes fla- 
red up shortly after, shattering the 
project and sending most owners 
and horses back to the cou- 
ntryside. 


rt MET or his^ong-time 

... _ . partner. Salim Uhoury. instead set 

ttened by Israeli bombers during ldi ■ 

the 1482 invasion. Nearly 120- S^ lli ." u ™ n £. 


Arabian horses were reportedly 
killed on the turf, now carpeted 
with tall weeds. French troops 
who used to guard the area kept 
nostalgic onlookers away. 

In addition. Abolrosse and Saad 
AJ Amir, two pure-bred steeds 
that once were the nation's pride, 
were sold last year to a wealthy 


hopes that peace may soon bring 
crowds, fame and fortune. 

They now own four horses, 
which they feed, bathe and take 
for walks almost every day. des- 
pite the war that goes on just aro- 
und the corner. 

Like most of the people still liv- 
ing in the neighbourhood, the hor- 
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55s have adapted to the mac- 
hinegun crackle and grenade 
thuds that have become routine in 
this dvided capital. 

But some didn’t. Mr. Khoury 
lost two horses last month. “Dis- 
tress killed them.” said Mr. 
Touma. “There was a big battle 
and because of Lhe heavy fighting, 
we couldn't come for two days. 
With bombs landing everywhere 
the horses went wild, their ner- 
vous systems collapsed.” 

“We came back once the battle 
tapered off. but only to find two of 
them dead inside then- stalls,” he 
said. “The doors and the walls had 
marks of horseshoes all over,” he 
said, bowing his eyes to the silver 
worry beads in his hands. 

Mr. Touma and Vlr. Khoury 
said they invested all their capital 
in the horses, which require about 
$1. 000 a month to maintain. 

"We can't afford to stop now." 
said Mr. Koury who. like his par- 
tner, comes from a family with a 
longestanding horse breeding tra- 
dition. 

“Opening the track will bring 
peace to this country. People for- 
get about guns with the horses. 
The day the track opens you will 
see Shfites. Sunn is. D ruze emb-_ 
racing and kissing Maronite Chr- 
istians in the stands. Don't forget 
what I tell you.” Mr. Khoury said. 

“But for the niomen. we just 
have to wait — and hope.” he 
added, gently stroking the for- 
ehead of his best bet. a three- 
ycar-old brown Arabian steed 
whose market value he put at up lo 
530.000. 

The horse has no name. 


By Ragip Erten 

Reuter 

ISTANBUL — BUretlin Dalan. 
the new mayor of historic Ist- 
anbul. is a man in a huny. eager to 
tackle the immense urban pro- 
blems of a city which straddles the 
two continents of Asia and Eur- 
ope. 

With its mystic skyline of mos- 
ques and countless relics of Inst 
empires. Istanbul maybe Turkey's 
biggest tourist draw but as the 
country's largest city its allure is 
giving way to an image of a cha- 
otic. overgrown conurbation of 
five million inhabitants. 

Today it stretches 50 kilometres 
from east to west across the Bos- 
phorus Strait and encompasses a 
wide range of problems, including 
a chronic water shortage, choked 
transport systems, unchecked bui- 
lding and pollution.. 

“We have to work hard, we 
have no time lo lose." Vlr. Dalan 
told Reuters in an inter' iew after 
his election last month. B ut he said 
a big advantage was that he bel- 
onged to the conservative Mot- 
herland Party of Prime Minister 
- JTurgui Ozal, putting him in step 
with government. : . 

Mr. Dalan. an electrical 
cnginecr-iurned-tcxiile bus- 
inessman said: "I was in love with 
Istanbul before I ever came here.” 
That was 28 years ago when he 
was 1 7 years old. 

His top priority he says is to rid 
Istanbul of mud. He has promised 
to asphalt a staggering 1 .500 kil- 
ometres of inner city roads within 
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the next 18 monUis to combat clo- 
gging of u marred roads, especially 
in poor areas. 

Also high on his list is the water 
shortage, which leaves parts rtf 
Istanbul with water once a week 
for just two hours. 

He plans to eventually speed up 
work on an existing water supply 
programme and to halve the 40 
percent loss nl supplies from dams 
due to faulty pipes. But the new 
mayor could offer no more in the 
short term than spreading the 
burden of shortages across the 
city. 

Istanbul people also suffer huge 
traffic jams, long waits for cro- 
wded and infrequent buses and 
spend hours getting to work as 
bottlenecks build up every mor- 
ning and evening on the soaring 
suspension bridge across the Bos- 
phorus. the only way to cross the 
strait other than by boat. 

Already ' hundreds of ferries 
shuttle commuters daily across the 
Bosphorus. 

A multi- mil lion dollar project 
to build a tunnel under the strait is 
being studied, but Mr. Dalan says 
he also lias a plan for Istanbul to 
shift the weight of road ira- 
nsporiauoa.to-tha sea 

He also says iftqiwfth«:icniilte , 
time and motion sfutnJLwe traffic 
and operation of buses could be 
speeded up." Also 1 will start bui- 
lding a subway system, which fri- 
ghtened my predecessors lor the 
cost is huge, he said. 

The cost of all projects for imp- 
rov ing the city would fun into 
hundreds ol millions of dollars. 
Bui Mr. Dalan refused u» discuss 


figures, saving he had yet to find 
out what funds might be available 
to the city. 

He says a large part of j pro- 
posed S250 million Saudi Arabian 
loan for infrastructure work in 
poor Turkish areas will come to 
Istanbul. 

Otherwise: "We have to find 
rational ways to raise funds." 
Government plans to allocate 
more money lor city development 
will not be enough m itself, he bel- 
ieves. 

Pollution is another problem. In 
the last century one of the ren- 
owned beauties of Istanbul was 
the Golden Horn, u spit ol water 
snaking past the Topkapi Palace 
nl the Ottoman sultans into the 
European shore of the city. Nov. i: 
«s heavily polluted by industrial 
waste from its shoreline factories. 

"You can start cleaning up the 
Golden Horn if vnu stop further 
pollution.” Mr Dalan said, adding 
that he would retain existing plans 
for ireatiug all the city's waste in a 
new sewerage system before dis- 
posing of it in the sea. 

Housing is yet another hea- 
dache. Over two million people in 
Istanbul live in makeshift houses, 
known in Turkish as"gecekondu” 
■/sc n led overnight) because of the 
speed in which people build them, 
mostly on state land. 

Middle class housing has aft-- 
burgeoned, with apartment blocks 
sprawling uncontrolled over the 
Bosphorus shores. 

Vlr. Dalan blamed lack ol pla- 
nning and said he was devising a 
housing plan. 
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■ Executive Jet Charter 
• Aircraft Maintenance 
Middle East and Europe 
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CaHTeL 91994, 94434,93486 
(24 hr*). 
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trounce New Zealand 
in Olympic soccer qualifier 


SINGAPORE (R) — Saudi Arabia sprang a major 
surprise in the Asia- Oceania Olympic soccer qua- 
lifying tournament here Sunday when they beat fan* 
cied New Zealand 3*1 in Group ‘A 1 match. 


New Zealand were 2-0 down in 
26 minutes and did not pull a goal 
bapk until the 60th minute as they 
slumped to a defeat that und- 
ermines their hopes of reaching 
Los Angeles with ease. 

Meanwhile in Group ‘B’ Tha- 
iland thrashed Japan 5-2. Tha- 
iland* s hero was Piyapong Pueon 
who scored a hat-trick with goals 
■ in the 1 7th. 50th and 74th minutes 
‘ to delight a 25.000 crowd at the 
Singapore national stadium. 

Thailand's Madard Tongtaum 
limped off after nine minutes, but 
they went ahead eight minutes 
later when Piyapong ran by to 
Chaiii Suiiabun’s long ball io beat 
Japan goalkeeper Mitsuhisa Tag- 
uchi from ten metres. 

Japan reeled under heavy pre- 


J apan's next Group ' B’ match is 
against Malaysia on Wednesday 
while Thailand meet Iraq the same 
day. 

Saudi Arabia began their upset 
of New Zealand in the 12th min- 
ute when Majed Mohammed pun- 
ssure and Thailand went further ished a defensive error to put them 
ahead when substitute Boonnum one up.' Fourteen minutes later 


crossed from the right and striker 
Chalor Hongkajohn scored the 
second after 26 minutes. 

Thailand's third came after 4 S 
minutes when Chalermvud Sag- 
hapool took a return from Piy- 


Mehaisen Aldosari rose above the 
New Zealand defence to head in 
Hassen Bishy* s freekick for their 
second. 

New Zealand scored in the 60th 
minute when Rkki Herbert hea- 


apong to lob the goalkeeper. Two ded home a bQl McClure corner, 
minutes later they went four up but a minute later Mohammed 
when Piyapong punished a sloppy outwitted three defenders to 
defensive error. stretch the Saudi lead to 3-1. 

Japan's substitute Koichi Has- New Zealand’s next match is 
hiratani scrambled one back bef- against Kuwait on Thursday while 
ore Thailand swept 4-1 ahead with Saudi Arabia play Bahrain on 
a Piyapong penalty after Boo- Tuesday. The 16-day tournament 
nnum was brought down. Japan which began on Saturday is being 
were awarded a 78th minute pen- played in two groups with the 
alty after Sumnat Cha- group winners and the winners of 
reumchavalit handled and Kaz- a runners up playoff qualifying for 
ushi Kimura made it 5-2. Los Angeles. 



chief refuses 
with Soviets 


NEW YORK(AP) — Peter Ueb- 
erroth. President of the Los Ang- 
eles Organising Committee 
(LAOOC). said Saturday the Uni- 
ted States would not "kow-tow" 
m the Soviet Union over its cri- 
ticism of the^ummer Games' pre- 
paration. 

The Soviets have withdrawn 
from the tennis competition, a 
demonstration sport at the 
Games, but have avoided direct 
threats of a boycott of the Oly- 
mpics. 

"They've got so much to lose by 
not being here, so much to gain by 
being here, and they’re not 
dumb." said Ueberroth in an ABC 
TV interview on Sportsbeat.‘‘So I 
think they'll be in the Games. 

"Were not going to go kow-tow 
to the Soviet Union or any other 


country," Ueberroth added. 
‘•We're playing fair with them. 

Their athletes are going to have 
a fair chance. It’s very possible 
that at some neutral site, Swi- 
tzerland, for instance, that we can 
sit and have a private discussion 
maybe with the IOC, the Int- 
ernational Olympic Committee, 
that could be forthcoming. 

“We'd consider that, at least 
we'd think about that. But no, I'm 
not going to run to the Soviet 
Union and plead with them. We 
want all nations to come and com- 
pete in the United States. We want 
it to be fair and good competition 
but no. T m not going to go plead 
with them.” 

The IOC has called a special 
session between Soviet sports off- 
icials and the LAOOC to discuss 


the Soviets’ complaints, which 
range from smog to security, at 
IOC headquarters in Lausanne on 
April 24. 

The United States boycotted 
the 1980 Games in Moscow. 

“The poorly planned, imp- 
roperly thought out-boycott of 
1980 has hurt the Soviet people,” 
Ueberroth said. “ Remember that, 
it hurt than badly. We tried to ruin 
their Games. We used athletes as 
political tools. It was a foolish 
thing to do. They haven’t for- 
gotten that. 

“They’re going to criticise eve- 
rything that we do. Meeting with 
them in a neutral site would give 
them a chance to criticise and talk 
about any real concerns they 
have ” he said. 


Evert Lloyd defeats 
Garrison, reaches final 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, 
South Carolina (R) — Top- 
seeded Chris Evert Lloyd used an 
aggressive baseline game to defeat 
third-seeded Zina Garrison 6-1, 
6-4 and reach the final of a 
$200,000 women’s tennis tou- 
rnament here Saturday. 

Evert Lloyd meets unseeded 
Claudia Kohde-Kilscb of West 
Germany for the championship. 
Earlier, Kohde-Kilsch beat 


Evert Lloyd said. “I wanted to 
move her around, force her into 
the corners then come into the net 
r rn not happy just hitting the ball 
back. I tried to move her around. 
She’s quick, but not as quick as 
some of the other players.” 

Evert Lloyd’s plan worked to 
perfection the- entire match. Sbe 
lost the first game, but won the 
next six to take the first set, then 
fell behind 2-0 in the second set 


ninth-seeded Carling Bassett of before winning two games of her 


Canada 6-4, 6-0. 

Evert Lloyd's strong baseline 
game forced fellow American 
Garrison into the deep comers of 
the clay court. Evert Lloyd then 
run into the net and finished the 
match in little more than an hour. 

“I wanted to dominate and play 
an aggressive baseline game,” 


own. 

Garrison led 3-2 on a service 
break, but Lloyd broke right back, 
then held serve to reach 4-2. Gar- 
rison levelled the set but Lloyd 
won the next two games. 

Garrison said sbe never got into 
her stride because of Lloyd’s dom- 
ination. 


Lendl beats Smid in 
Luxembourg Grand Prix 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — Top- 
seeded Ivan Lendl overcame a 
shaky start to beat feliow- 
Czechoslovak Tomas Smid in the 
final of the Luxembourg Tennis 
Grand Prix Sunday. 

Lendl dropped the first three 


he was not to be denied and be 
took the $40,000 first prize by 
completing a 6-4, 6-4 victory in 71 
minutes. 

It was the Lendl's seventh win 
over Smid in eight meetings but 
afterwards he said be always 


games of the match but then found ■ found k difficult playing against 


his touch and reeled off the next 
five games before taking the set 
6-4. 

The first three games of the sec- 
ond set went against service. 
However, once Lendl got in front 


his compatriot because they knew 
each other so weZL 

Said Lendl: “We often practice 
together and have played for Cze- 
choslovakia in the Davis Cup.” 


Tanzania claims 1st, 2nd places 
in Rotterdam marathon 


ROTTERDAM, Netherlands 
(A P) — Gidamas Ehahanga, of 
Tanzania, won Saturday’s Rot- 
terdam Marathon, covering the 
42,195-metre trade in 2 hours, 1.1 
minutes and 12 seconds, 34 sec- 
onds faster than his fellow cou- 
ntryman Zakaria Bade, who fin- 
ished second. 

F innish athlete Martti Vainio 
fin ished third in 2.13:04, while 
Agapins Masong, also of Tanzania 
ended in fourth position, clocking 
2.14:09. 

Shahanga, 26, was up front 
from the very start of the race, and 


shares this position for nearly 1 Vi 
boors with favourite Carlos 
Lopez, of Portugal, and Kenyan 
runner Joseph Nzau. 

But the 37-year-old Por- 
tuguese, the cross-country world 
champion, stepped out of the race 
after 28.5 kilometres because of 
cramp in his right leg. 

Barely 20 minutes later, Nzau, 
34, left the race at the 35- 
kilometre (21 .7-mile) mark after 
1.47:53, tearing Shahanga alone 
in pole position with a com- 
fortable half-minute lead over 
Tanzanian athlete Bark. 


JOB WANTED 


Well experienced 
employment. 


Sri Lankan maid seeks part-time 


Write to P.O. Box 183816, Amman. 


REQUIRED 

A Japanese company requires the following personnel] 
for boiler construction work near Aqaba: 

No. 

1. Chief Clerk 1 

2. Mechanical Engineer 1 

3. Secretary 1 

4. Typist (Arabic & English) 1 

5. Office Boy 1 

6. Driver (Bus) 3 

7. Watchman 2 

8. Housekeeper 1 

9. General Worker 2 

10. Mechanic (Vehicles D/G) 1 

11. Cook 2 

12. D/G Operator 1 

13 Material Inspector 1 

14. Rigger (Special) 10 

15. Welder (General) 3 

16. Welder (High pressure) 4 

17. Painter 2 

18. Carpenter- (General) 10 

19. Carpenter (Finisher) 5 

20. Equipment Operator . 4 

(Crane. Back-Hoe) 

21. iron Worker (General) 10 

22. iron Worker (Special) 12 

23. Electrician 1 


Applicants shall have good experience in their field of\ 
work and understand drawings on their job. 

Send the followings to: P.O. Box 925206 (Jabal Hus-] 
sein) 

1. Application with telephone No. and address, 

2. Personal history with photocopy of employment 
certificate issued by former employers. 


MGA PIUPINO AT MGA PIUPINA TTNGNAN NINYO. 

Mohammad M. Juma & Sons Co. Silver Showroom 

Khotat Market St. 
malapit sa talata biyera 
second hands 




Nag BIBIGAY nang murang holugan 
sa-JVC-video, stereo, T.V. at silver stereo, 
mga kababayan halika sa JVC company. 


Welcome 


sa lahat nang Pilipino 


Manager 
Mr. Tamimi 


World Champion Spencer 
wins Italian 500cc race 


Lawson, winner at Kyalami, still 
leads the World Championship 
standings with 27 points from the 
two events, followed by Raymond 

s&ESLSstz 


MISANO, Italy (R) — World 
Champion Freddie Spencer ser- 
ved notice that he does not intend 
to relinquish his world title wit- 


way through the field to overtake 
Has! am in the final lap and Snub 
fifth. 

The first three positions rem- 
ained .unchanged after the third 


orcycle Grand Prix here_ Sunday. 

Spencer steered his four- 
cylinder Honda into the lead after 
three laps and completed the 
40- lap race in 55 minutes 20.55 
seconds, almost 20 seconds ahead 
of fellow American Eddie Lawson 
on a Yamaha. 

The victory showed Spencer has 
apparently fully recovered from 
the injury which stopped him from 
competing in the first race of the 
season, the South African Grand 
Prix. 


Spencer’s seventh lap was the 
fastest of the race, setting a track 
record of one minute 21.34 sec- 
onds. His average speed was 
151.262 kph. 

Briton Ron Haslam led for the 
first two laps but Spencer ove- . 
rtook him and steadily increased 
his advantage throughout the 
race. 

The 50, 000 -strong crowd che- 
ered Italian Franco Uncwi, 16th 
away from the grid, who picked his 


halfway stage. 

A number of riders fell but none 
was injured. 

Earlier, in the 80cc category, 
winner Pier Paolo Bianchi of Italy 
rode the fastest lap of one minute 
34.21 seconds. - 

Bianchi finished the 23-lap race 
in 36 minutes 53.21 seconds, 
ahead of Switzerland 1 s Stefan 
Dorflinger and West German 
Hubert Habold, second and third 
respectively. 


Gomez dethrones Sundstrom in Nice 


NICE, France (R) — Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador overpowered 
holder Henrik Sundstrom of Swe- 
den 6-1, 6-4 in the final of the Nice 
Open Tennis Tournament Sun- 
day. 

Gomez, justifying his top see- 
ding, took just over an hour to 
dethrone the 20-year-old Swede 
on a day when gusting winds made 
conditions tricky. 

It was the fifth singles title vic- 
tory of the big left-hander’s career 
and his first of 1984. 

“I didn’t expect to win that fast. 
Today the conditions were very 
difficult — very windy. I guess 1 
had a little more control than 
him,” said the 24-year-old Ecu- 
adorean, who recently began 
using a bigger and more flexible 
racket. 

Gomez, eighth in the Ass- 
ociation of Tennis Professionals 
(ATP) rankings,- beat Sundstrom 


in each of then - two previous enc- fourth here, had to relinquish bis 
ounfeTs last year and the Swede title. 


never looked likely to break the 
sequence Sunday. 

Gomez seized control from the 
start, breaking Sundstrom's first 
service game after winning his 
own without dropping a point 
Sundstrom held his service only 
once in the first set and was again 
broken in the first game of the 
second. 

However, the Swede recovered 
quickly, broke back and went wit- 
hin a whisker of moving 3-1 ap 
when he led 40-15 on Gomez’s 
next service. But Gomez, the 1982 
Italian Open champion, fought 
back and clinched that crucial 
game after four deuces 


“1 had played only ooe tou- 
rnament on clay in the last nine 
months — Barcelona in October. 
That was afi, between August and 
now,” Gomez said. 

“I didn’t have any feel at the 
beginning of the week and I knew 
I had to practice and win a couple 
of matches to get going again. This 
was strong but I think Monte 
Carlo (this week), Paris and Ham- 
burg will be tougjier.” 

Gomez was deprived of a sec- 
ond title when he and Chilean par- 
tner Hans Gilderaeister were bea- 
ten 6-1 , 7-5 in the doubles final by 
Sweden's Jan Guxmarsson and 
Denmark's Michael Mortensen. 


Gomez ripped through against Gunnarssoo and Mortensen had 
the Swede’s service in the next overcome top-seeded Swedish 
game and the rest was largely a brothers Hans and Stefan Sim- 
formal ity as Sundstrom, seeded onssoo in the quarter-finals. 


Clay court season opens 


MONTE CARLO, Monaco (AP) 
— The 5405,000 Monte Carlo 
Tennis Open gets underway Mon- 
day with six of the world's top ten 
players gunning for defending 
champion Mats Wtlander. 

Top-seeded Ivan Lendl of Cze- 
choslovakia, no. 3 seeded Jimmy 
Arias of the United States and 
France’s Yannick -Noah, seeded 
fonrih, will try to snatch the title 
from the 19-year-old Swede, who 
is seeded second and is at his best 
on day. 

Wtlander, a resident of this 
sunny tax shelter, has been pra- 
cticing long hours for what is the 
first major clay court tennis tou- 
rnament of the season. 

But he faces a strong bid from 
some of the world's best clay cou- 
lters including Jose Higueras of 
Spain and Andres Gomez of Ecu- 
ador. 

The 24-year-old Gomez, who 
won the Nice Open on Sunday, 
comes to Monaco in top form with 
restored confidence after being 
out of action for most of the earlier 
part of the year. 

The players say they enjoy the 
glamourous atmosphere and com- 
fort of the Monte Carlo Country 
.Club which has 23 courts built into 
the side of white cliffs overlooking 
the sea. 

Many came early to get the feel 
of the clay and the outdoors. 

Other top-seeds include Arg- 
entina's Jose- Louis Clerc and Gui- 


llermo Vilas, the 31 -year-old, 
two-time Monte Carlo winner. 

A trimmer and more relaxed 
Vilas will be looking for a victory 
after a stress-filled year under the 
threat of suspension for taking, 
guarantee money. 

Clerc, seeded seventh, is also 


On Sunday, Lendl defeated 
compatriot Tomas Smid in the fin- 
als of the Luxembourg Open, pla- 
yed on a hard, fast surface court. 

“Lendl hates the transition 
from hard courts to clay,” said 
Jerry Solomon, a Volvo Grand 
Prix official. “He may very well 
not get past the first round.” 
LepdJ faces Frenchman , Henri . 


expected to do well here, despite 
.first-round losses in the past. 

, The 25 : year~old right-hander . Lecoptejon Tuesday. 

feels at' home on clay, where he The 19-year-old Wtlander' has 

took three United States summer strengthened his game with a new 


circuit titles last summer with con- 
secutive wins over Arias. 

The 19 -year-old Arias is the 
United States' best hope on the 
sticky surface. Jimmy Connors 
and John McEnroe, neither of 
'whom is comfortable on Eur- 
opean Clay, are absent here again 
this year. 

Back in Monaco after a two- 
year absence. Arias is expected to 
come on strong in the season’s first 
outdoor test of match toughness. 

’But the slow dirt, bright sun and 
Mediterranean winds may prove 


serve and aggressive forehand. 

The 28-year-old Swedish mil- 
lionaire played his farewell pro 
tournament here with the royal 
family looking on. 

W flan tier's toughest challenge 
may come from no. 4 seeded Yan- 
nick Noah, who recently made a 
lightening trip to Caraeroun to 
attend the funeral of his gra- 
ndfather shot in a recent uns- 
uccessful coup attempt 
Monaco, though not French, is a 
homecoming of sports for the 
23-year-old Noah, who moved to 




p- FURNISHED ACCOMMODATION — 

FOR RENT 


WANTED 


Small family seeks to rent or sub-lease furnished 

Two deluxe tuUy furnished hatseach of three bedrooms, with 
central heating and telephone. 

Contact tel: 42741 for appointments 


house or groundfloor apartment, with three or four 
bedrooms, for period of three months, starting early 
May. 


Please contact 811057 


FOR RENT 

A first floor apartment with central heating, telephone, containing 
two bedrooms, two bathrooms, sitting room, dining room and ver- 


Housemaid or Houseboy 

anda. with private entrance, garage and garden. 


Wanted for European family, full-time and live-in. 

Furnished JD 3,700 per annum 
Unfurnished JD 2,700 per annum 


own. rooms will be provided, must like little dog. 

Location; Shmelseni 


Please call 812227 

For more Information call tel: 665711 



too much for the no. 1 Seed Ivani New York last November to esc- 
Lendl who will go into his first 1 ape what he called “constant hou- 
■ outdoor test cold. tiding from the French press.” 

Roma fails to breakdown Juventus 


ROME (R) — Italian soccer lea- 
gue leaders Juventus defended 
grimly in the second half to force a 
0-0 draw in their top-of- the- table 
clash with second-placed Roma 
Sunday. 

Both teams were jaded after 
European semifinal matches in 
Britain last week and dis- 
appointed a 75,000 crowd which 
paid a record 1.16 billion lire 1 
($720,000) gate money at Rome's 
Olympic stadium. 

But the result was more sat- 
isfying for Juventus than Roma, 
with the Turin-based side mai- 
ntaining their three point lead at 
the top with four games rem- 
aining. 


Juventus’ s French international 
Michel Platini and Roma’s Bra- 
zilian World Cup star Roberto 
Faleao were recovering from inj- 
uries and struggled to produce 
their best form. 

Platini, the division’s leading 
scorer, failed to add to his goals 
tally and was booked for a foul 
before being substituted in the 
second half. 


Juventus began by playing fast, 
open football and squandered 
several first half chances. After 
the interval they fell back heavily 
on defence but Roma’s non-stop 
running failed to break the dea- 
dlock. 


5 DELUXE MODERN APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Each apartment comprise* of one bedroom; salon, dining area, fully equipped 
Kitchen, and central heating. 

Location: Behind Al Dust our newspaper building and the HoRday Inn. 

Call: 663362 between 2:00 - 3:30 p.tn. and 
41398 from 9 a.m. - 12.-30 p.m. 



Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 

THE NIGHT OF 
FATIMA’S 
ARREST 

(Colour) 

“ Arabic film" 

Performances; 3:30, 6:15, 9M0 
p.m. Additional performances: 
Fridays and Sundays at 70:30 
p.m. Car park available. 


Cinema 

fL-HCISSEiN 


Tel: 22117 


..O+V 


Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-6 


Cinema 

rainbow 

Tel: 25155 



Performances: 3:30-6 - 8:30 


Cinema 

ZfiHRNN 

Tel: 23171 




Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema. 

BflSMfiN 

Tel: 30126 



Cinema 

PNLRSTINE 

Tel: 22117. 

BRUCE LEE 
THE DRAGON 
HERO 

“ Karate” 

/Colour} 

THE MIGHTY 
KADAR 


Cinema’'. 

RfiCHfiMN 

Tel: 22198 



Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


“Indian film" 

Perfotmanr^s: 12-3-7 


■f . Performances: 12-3-5:30-8. 
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Spanish banks face pressure 
from government, foreign banks 


Swiss watchmakers see industry’s crisis ending 


MADRID (R) — Spanish banks 
reported a record 32.7 per cent 
rise in' profits last year, raking in 
128 billion pesetas ($850 miUion). 
but bankers say the good times 
may be drawing to a close. 

The banks face new restrictions 
set by the socialist government, 
which needs cash to finance a bur- 
geoning state spending deficit, and 
increasing competition from for- 
eign banks as Spain prepares to 
enter the European Community. 

It all adds up to the demise of 
the late dictator Francisco Fra- 
nco's protectionist policies, which 
turned Spanish banks into what 
one European banker termed “a 
herd of dinosaurs." 

The money reserves the Bank 
of Spain requires banks to set 
aside to assure solvency have dou- 
bled since the socialists took 
power in December 1982, now 
giving the state control over half 
the banking system's deposits. 

Bankers fear yet tougher res- 
erve requirements are in the 
works. 

The government says the higher 
requirements are designed to keep 
money supply growth in check and 
help lower inflation to eight per 
cent from 12 per cent last year. 

The 36 foreign banks lhat have 
set up branch office's in Spain since 
the doors were opened in 197.8 
have begun to increase their share 
of the market through local bank 
takeovers. 

Spain's accession to the Eur- 
opean bloc, now forecast for 1986.. 
will lift the floodgates to com- * 
pernors with assets that in many 
cases top those of all the big nat- 
ional banks. 

The Bank of Spain denies that 
even higher reserve requirements 
are in the works. But many ban- 
kers fear the government wSl have 
to dig deeper into bank deposits to 
finance this year's forecast 800 bil- 
lion peseta (S5.3 billion) rise in 
the budget deficit, which now 
stands at 1.2 trillion pesetas ($8 
billion). 


. ‘Concealed nationalism’ 

Bankers are complaining about 
-the Bank of Spain’s obligatory 
reserve requirements which have 
virtually frozen 50 per cent of the 
banking industry's deposits. 

“This is a concealed nat- 
ionalisation," the chairman of 
one of Spain's seven big banks, 
who asked not to be identified, 
told Reuters. “We are obliged to 
finance the state's spending deficit 
and in return we get growing int- 
erventionism." 

Worse for the bankers, the Soc- 
ialists are reining inthe perks that 
helped the banks achieve their 
record profits. 

Government interest rates of 21 
to 22 per cent paid on some res- 
erve requirements and fixed asset 
investments are targeted to drop 
to 15 to 16 per cent this year. 

“This is going to be a year of 
shrinking profits,” a member of 
one of Spain's leading banking 
families told Reuters. “As of this 
month we will start to feel the 
pinch." 

Spain's bankers were also ala- 
rmed at the foreign challenge. 

The banks, which are estimated 
to control between 50 and 80 per. 
cent of Spain's economy, built up 
their base under Franco. 

“They are slow and old fas- 
hioned." a U.S. banker told Reu- 
ters. “We were the ones who int- 
roduced such basic products as 
revolving credits and floating rate 
facilities.” 

Spanish banks have responded 
to the threat to their hegemony 
with a merger process that in the 
last five years has slashed the 
number of banks from some 140 
to less than 80. 

But even this knee-jerk res- 
ponse fails to put Spain's banks on 
an even keel with European com- 
petitors. 

According to published figures, 
the national banks' 14,300 billion 
peseta ($95 billioo) combined 
assets are less than those of Bar- 
clays Bank or Banque Nationale 
de Paris, both of which have Mad-. 


rid branches. 

In the six years since the gov- 
ernment authorised foreign banks 
to open branches in Spain, the 
newcomers have cornered eight 
per cent of the market in lending ' 
assets. 

The Spanish can only fight back 
against foreign banks that do not 
have retail operations in Spain and 
arc' kept at arms length from the 
local market. 

Non-retail foreign banks com- 
plain they are hamstrung by leg- 
islation that has virtually shut the 
door to local peseta funding and 
forces them to seek funding in the 
interbank market. 

Foreign bankers say the res- 
traints will have to be eased when 
Spain joins the European Com- 
munity. But those that do not want 
to wait or pay steep interbank int- 
erest rates have turned to local 
bank takeovers as the only way 
into the peseta market. 

Arab group wins 

In the last four years Banque 
Nationale De Paris. Barclays 
Bank and Citibank have acquired 
Spanish banks and last month 
Banco Atlantico, the flagship of 
the expropriated Rumasa Hol- 
ding's banking group, was sold to 
an Arab-led consortium. 

Banco Arabe Espanol, backed 
by the Bahrain-based Arab Ban- 
king Coip.. were bidders — along 
with Banco De Vizcaya. Banco De 
Bilbao and Banco Exterior De 
Espana — for what was con- 
sidered the plum of Rumasa's 19 
banks. 

A last-minute 1 link-up of the 
state-controlled Banco Exterior 
De Espana with the Arab group 
clinched the award. 

The move angered many Spa- 
nish bankers and was interpreted 
in some quarters as a signal from 
the socialist government that it 
would not bow to pressure from 
the big established Spanish banks! 
especially when a foreign bid was 
appreciably higher. 


BASLE, Switzerland. (R) — Syviss watchmakers 
here are warily optimistic that a slump which almost 
obliterated one the country’s most important ind- 
ustries may be ending. 

Traditionally makers of high- ustrial history, 
cost quality watches, the Swiss After years of losses the group 
have suffered from the relentless aims to be back in black figures by 
onslaught of cheap products com- 1986. reaping the profits of a tho- 
ing out of the Far East. rough management shake-up. str- 

The most dramatic broadside cam lined production and the eli- 
against the Swiss industry was lau- mination of duplication in res- 
nched by Hong Kong, which in carch and marketing. 

1983 exported some 300 million Latest figures from the wat- 
watches at prices averaging only chmakers association, the Fed- 
5-5-50- eration Horlogere (F.H.) show 

Against such competition. Swiss that Swiss exports are at last pic- 
exports have slumped and the king up. 

number of watch companies has Tneir value in the first two 
fallen by a fifth in three years. months of 1984 rose by 12 per 
In 1983 the industry employed rent from the same period Iasi 
only 32,649 people, compared year to 480 million francs ($220 
with almost 47.000 in 1980. and million). 

more than 5.000 people from the An F.H. report said that while 
sector are still totally or partially this is still below the figure for the 
unemployed. corresponding 1981 period, total 

The crisis point came last May. expons in 1984 should be above 
when Switzerland's two largest last year’s 3.4 billion francs ($1.6 
watch groups, SS1H and ASUAG. billion), 
which account for one-third of the Switzerland sold 30.2 million 

total industry, faced bankruptcy, watches and watch movements 
ASUAG and SSIH. makers of abroad in 1983. 
the Omega. TissoU Longines. Ete- "I am not very optimistic, but 
ma. Certina and Rado brands. getting more optimistic", 
have since merged after a bank commented F.H. President Andre 
rescue, which at over 650 million Margot in Basic on the eve of the 
Swiss francs ($300 million) was watch fair, 
the biggest bail-out in Swiss ind- Mr. Daniel Kellcrhals. a dir- 


ector at F.H. who claims to be 
more confident than Mr. Margot 
about the future for the Swiss ind- 
ustry. rationalised his optimism at 
a recent press conference: 

“There is enough capital aro- 
und to restructure the industry 
and wc have highly developed 
production facilities and an ext- 
remely highly qualified labour 
force." he said. 

Mr. Margot welcomed progress 
made by the Swiss in developing 
Quartz watches and also saw pot- 
ential for recovery in new cheap 
ranges produced here such as 
ASUAG-SSIH’s "Swatch" and 
the “M-watch”. produced by the 
private group Mondaine. 

Between the top and bottom 
price watches he detected a 
middle-range gap. “Filling this 
hole could be crucial to the future 
of the industry", he said. 

The Swatch was the first Swiss 
departure into cheap electronic 
watches and ASUAG-SSIH's 
chief spokesman Mr. Robert 
Hussy seems delighted with the 
market's response. 

“We don't have any sales pro- 
blems. The only question we face 
is whether capacity can match 
demand." he told Reuters. 

Deliberately shunning tra- 
ditional Swiss elegance. the appeal 
of the Swatch is a garish modernity 
in colours which even the com- 
pany's own publicity concedes is 


China hopes to boost foreign trade 


PEKING (R) — China hopes to 
quadruple the value of its overseas 
trade by the end of the century, 
according to minister of foreign 
economic relations and trade Ms. 
Chen Muhua. 

She was quoted by the official 
New China News Agency 
(NCNA) as telling senior officials 
in a report this meant lhat China 
must continue its liberalised eco- 
nomic policies designed to attract 
foreign capital and technology. 

To reach the target it would also 
have to boost trade with more 
countries. 

“To achieve this goal, foreign 
funds will continue to be used. 


technology imported, int- 
ernational economic and technical 
co-operation improved." she said. 
“The open (economic) policy will 
be implemented unswervingly." 

She said China had made big 
strides in its foreign trade since 
1979, when its liberalised eco- 
nomic policies were adopted. 

NCNA did not spell out the 
exact value of trade that would be 
achieved if imports and exports 
were q uadrupled as hoped, but the 
report said the rwo totalled more 
than $40 billion in 1 983. 

The minister said this was nea- 
rly double the 1978 figure and 
China now ranked 1 8th among the 


world's exporters, compared with 
32 nd six years ago. 

Heavy industrial products acc- 
ounted for about 43 per cent of the 
country's exports, textiles and 
light industrial goods 4 1 per cent 
and farm and other products 16 
per cent, she said. 

Foreign loans and investment 
were used to build 41 major ene- 
rgy. transport and agricultural 
projects and educational est- 
ablishments. as well as to develop 
offshore oil resources. 

By the end of 1983. China had 
signed offshore oil exploration 
contracts with 48 firms from 13 
countries, the report added. 


Reagan administration hardens stance with U.S. trading partners 


WASHINGTON' 1 (R) — To others. . ■ . . 

Reagan admiration; 

reasingly confident it has chaferf of the powerful committee: Our 
the correct course for the U.S. enttes m this room have been con- 
econoray. has apparently decided si stent ly wrong, 
to rake a very hard line in dealing He added that it was “counter- 
wiih its trading partners and the productive for others to abdicate 
Third World. 1 responsibility for their own des- 

Trcasury Secretary Donald tinies by blaming their problems 
Regan, talking to finance min- on U.S. policies." 
isters t and central bankers this Mr. Regan also took a tough 
week'at the semi-annual meeting line rn talks with the Japanese last 
of the International Monetary month on opening their capital 
Fund (IMF) policy-making^ tnt- markets to foreign competition, 
erirn committee, took a strident After meeting Japanese off- 
tone that startled Europeans and jcials in Tokyo, he told reporters 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



-that* hs Mfangpt acfc 
ept »lba)jSjvie)««^asiJ?pan s d^j 
aying tactics in opening its mar- 
kets. 

Washington's decision to fight 
back against its critics and trading 
partners using protectionist mea- 
sures reflects U.S. frustration at 
being used as a whipping boy for 
the world’s economic woes. 

Mr. Reagan strategists have 
also said privately that the pre- 
sident wants to be viewed as 
strong and very protective of U.S. 
interests during the build-up to 
the presidential election this year. 

In private and public remarks, 
administration officials have put 
forward the following arguments: 

— Huge U.S. budget deficits, 
highly unpopular in Europe and 
the Third World because of their 
impact on interest rates, reflect 
the fact that the administration 
inherited a weakened military that 


-,tpd to be strengthened at great 

i<£ps)- rr- 

— The U.S. trade deficit, exp- 
ected to hit a record $110 billion 
this year, has done more to help 
the beleagured economies of the 
Third World than virtually any 
other factor by allowing the poor 
countries to sell their goods in the 
huge American market. 

' — The strength of the U.S. dol- 
lar does not reflect high interest 
rates or administration policy but 
rather a judgment by the markets 
that the U.S. currency is a safe 
haven in a turbulent world. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Critics among America's tra- 
ding partners and in developing 
countries have dismissed these 
arguments, suggesting the White 
House is not concerned about 


what' happens to the rest of the passional resistance. 

'works as long as the UwSkeconoray ^_-The United States has taken the 
is in good shape at election time, position that it would not oppose a 


U.S. negotiations with the Jap- 
anese on the opening of their cap- 
ital markets and other trade mat- 
ters. while bilateral, have taken on 
multilateral characteristics. 

Agreement was reached late 
last year on a $9 billion infusion 
for the International Dev- 
elopment Association (IDA), the 
World Bank affiliate that helps the 
very poorest countries. 

The IDA funding issue, how- 
ever. has recently become enm- 


supplementary fund for the IDA if 
other countries wanted one but it 
had no plans to contribute. 

The World Bank is also att- 
empting a complex re-alignment 
of countries' positions in the len- 
ding agency based on their eco- 
nomic size. 

Such a re-alignment, if it were 
finally approved, would make 
Japan the second largest bank 
member. 

The United States has said lhat 


eshed in Washington’s trade qua- 5U <- h a prestigious ranking carries 
n-el with Tokyo with rhe result othc f responsibilities m the eco- 
that it is now uncertain when the no ™ ,c community, 
funds will be released. The V n,,ed S,a,es would hk ? to 

The United Stales had pressed an increase in the use of the 
for only $9 billion funding on the y* n ^ ? reserve currency since this 

/ - ,e ivnulrl inpr..ao. ilc valiip anil mat/. 


grounds that an increase in its 25 w<\ u ld j nCTcase its vaIu e *** make 
per cent share would meet con- Tok y« * exports more expensive. 


Peanuts 

THE ATIANTICANC? THE 
PACIFIC, THE SECRETARY* 
OF STATE ANI 7 CAPE COR. 


the rark Ages, the 

GULF OF MEXICO, NOVA 
SCOTIA, NEW YORK... 


PINSj 

/JAS 


THAT'S IT, MA'AM... 
MY HEAP IS FULLf! 


weeks, but it hasn't done me any good!' 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
foiF ordinary words. 


BAYBE 


FLABE 


SioH 




'Well, today is the 

FIRST DAYoF SPRM&f 


TT IS? -urn THE Spring War 

*youNG man's pancy pi' 

VTL T I TURNS TO LOVE ^ J 






H 






l * yw . / 










Now arrange the ckded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. , 


{Answers tomorrow) 

i Jumbles: CROWN BERET EASILY ZENTTH 
Answer, what the mad chef was— STIR CRAZY 


Andy Capp 





THE FUNNIEST 1 
MAN ON 1VUO FEETj 
r iFONLy ~y 
'E COULD S 
STAVON 'EM] 



outrageous. 

The Swatch, which sells at a 
domestic retail price of around 
S20. proved an unexpected com- 
mercial success and Swiss sales 
exceeded company targets thr- 
eefold in 1983. 

Thanks to a marketing blitz, a 
total of 1 .1 million were made and 
sold last year and the company 
expects to more than double that 
in 1984. 

Looking to the future, Mr, 
Hussy added that three innovative 
products due to be marketed al 


the start of 1985 were "trumps in 
the company's hand". 

They are controlled by a mic- 
roprocessor which, sensitive to 
touch, brings the time, date or day 
onto a screen at the stroke of a 
finger. 

Riding serenely above the 
storm of industrial change arc the 
aristrocrats of the Swiss watch 
industry, luxury producers housed 
in and around Genes a. including 
Paiek Philippe. Vacheron Con- 
staniin. Piaget, and Audemars 
Piguet. ~ 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, APRIL 19, 1984 

W WYOUR DAILY _ 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute ■ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Forget the old and the 
frustrating and focus your attention on investigating 
all sorts of new interests and activities whereby you will 
be able to have more worldly understanding. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Let a higher-up realize 
your capabilities and don’t burden yourself with new 
responsibilities. Get outside duties handled very well. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Don't permit a part- 
ner to limit you in some worthwhile enterprise. Be more 
aware of the opportunities. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You feel hemmed in by 
work. buL if you concentrate on the profits to be made, 
you can soon be very active and enthused. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) You cannot 
afford to take on all the expense of entertainment, so 
it would be wise to go dutch treat. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Get busy at outside duties' 
you have promised to perform and get away from con- 
fining conditions at home. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Have a good time with 
a bigwig and forget that delay in communications. You 
have some special talent that should be perfected. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Although you may feel 
financially inadequate, be happy within the bosom of 
your family. Try to get a bigwig to visit you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You feel stalemated 
so go out and see another person who is cheerful and 
let it nib off on you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If you get into 
financial affairs from a new angle, you get better results 
now. A monetary expert can give you excellent advice. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Keep busy at 
whatever is practical and see your friends some other 
time, since they could be out of sorts today. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Do nothing that 
could ruin your standing within the community in which 
you reside. Have a delightful time with kin and friends. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You have an influential 
friend who can assist you at this time, so contact early. 
Be more concerned with personal aims in the evening. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she is 
apt to be one who likes to withdraw within him or herself 
and should be encouraged to express the self. Otherwise 
little will be accomplished. Actually there is much ability 
and pride in this nature. 

* * * 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel." What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

'£>.1984. The McNaught Syndicate. Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword by Peter G. Snow 


ACROSS 
1 Vend 
5 Fido's 
bane 

10 Jane or 
Zane 

14 Yearn 

15 Be affected 
by stimuli 

16 Intertwine 

17 How most of 
us read 

20 Some are In 
teapots 

21 Western 
show 

22 Very cold 

23 Abhor 

24 Male escort 

28 Salary 

29 Limb 


32 She of 
conflict 

33 Bewilder 

34 Club type 

35 — noire 

36 Creates 

37 Chats 

38 Burden 

39 USSR city 

40 Goes out 
with 

41 Dem. oppo- 
nent 

42 Early 
garden 

43 Plain 

44 Tried to 
steal a 
base 

45 The human 
race 


Yesterday's Puzzle Salved: 


□boo aaiiQa annn 

□aaa raanna ananf 

□HaBHDJIlBa QJdDJCJBa 
saaaa aSa aaninia 
anaa ana 
□□0 Hamm □□□ana 
□nan aaa anaana 
aaaaaaanaaaaaaa 
Banana nan anna 
onnnna anas aaa 
nan anna 
nnana can annan 
naananannnnnnaa 
nman nanaa anna 
anna aaaaa anna 


46 John or 
Edle 

48 Damage a 
cause 

53 How some of 
us read 

55 Speed 
contest 

56 George 
orT.S. 

57 Dill 

58 Riles 

59 Ronstadt 
repertoire 

60 Tidings 

DOWN 

1 Sword 
handle 

2 43,560 
sq.ft. 

3 Often 
misused 
pronoun 

4 NY Con- 
gressman 

5 Water 
colors on 
wet plastic 

6 Southpaw 

7 Sups 

8 Play a role 

9 Computer 
components 

10 Move 
smoothly 

11 Be violent 

12 Sympathetic 
response 


13 Thus far 

16 GErfsname 

19 Memory 

23 Eye color 

24 Eva or 
Magda 

25 Castle 

26 Arise 

27 Units 

28 Rouse 

29 Winged 

30 Beat back 

31 Disordered 

33 Ventured 

34 Small 
weight 

36 Some 
clothiers 

40 Giver 

42 Patron 
saint of 
sailors 

43 Costumes 

44 Business 
receipts 

45 Gog and — 

46 At a dis- 
tance 

47 52 cards 

48 Leg part 

49 Gov't 
agent 

50 First-rate 

51 Burgeoned 

52 Newts 

53 Numerical 
prefix 

54 insurance 
abbr. 






ini in 


inn in 





uu 

USES ann 


nn 

urn inn 


mi 
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Sikh extremists set fire 
to 31 railway stations 


NEW DELHI (R) — Sikh extremists set ablaze 31 
railway stations across India’s Punjab state Sunday 
in a dramatic show of strength. 


Police said the dawn raids were 
staged by commando-style bands 
of up to eight extremists at each 
station. 

-The attacks climaxed a week- 
end of violence during which six 
people, including a top extremist, 
died, and six were injured from 
Saturday morning to Sunday 
night. 

Alter overpowering railway sta- 
tion nightwatchmen and tying 
them up. guerrillas doused the bui- 
ldings with oil and kerosene bef- 
ore setting them alight. 

The extremists, using Lhc same 
tactics for each attack, struck bet- 
ween midnight and 5 a.m. at small 
country stations the length and 
breadth of Punjab. 

They also tried to sabotage sev- 
eral railway lines but police pat- 
rols spotted ripped up tracks bef- 
ore trains passed over them. 

Police Superintendent A.P. 
Bhainagar. in charge of int- 
elligence operations for the state, 
told Reuters there were no cas- 
ualties but many hies and bui- 
ldings were damaged. 

Mr. Bhainagar said police sus- 
pected the outlawed All India 


Sikh Students Federation 
(AISSF) was behind the attacks, 
which were the most extensive 
raids carried out by extremists tn a 
19-month-old campaign for rel- 
igious and political concessions in 
Punjab where most of India's 12 
million Sikhs live. 

The AISSF. which has many fol- 
lowers of militant preacher Jama il 
Singh Bhindranwale. was out- 
lawed last month for running gue- 
rrilla training camps and otter act- 
ivities. 

intelligence sources said the 
raids were to demonstrate the 
state-wide strength of the ext- 
remists and frighten away tho- 
usands of farm labourers who 
pour into Punjab on trams from 
other states at this time of year for 
the spring wheat harvest. 

Punjab's Director of Agr- 
iculture. Iqbal Singh, told Reuters 
the spring harvest started last Fri- 
day with about 20.000 fewer lab- 
ourers than in previous years. 

He estimated only 60 per cent 
of the 200.000 farm workers nee- 
ded would come this year to Pun- 
jab. India's main wheat and rice- 
growing region. 


In other weekend violence a 
top extremist wanted by police 
for killing a prominent Hindu pol- 
itician was shot dead on Saturday 
in an Amritsar hotel teashop near 
the Sikh's holiest shrine, the Gol- 
den Temple. 

Police suspected Surinder Singh 
Sodhi. also a follower of Mr. Bhi- 
ndranwale. was behind the April 2 
assassination of Harbans Lai 
Khanna. a Hindu politician in 
Amritsar. Mr. Khanna' s death set 
off riots in Amritsar in which 12 
people died. 

Police said Mr. Sodhi was shot 
down by a man and woman dri- 
nking tea with him. Four bys- 
tanders were injured in the hail of 
bullets and the two attackers fled 
into the sanctuary of the Golden 
Temple. 

There were conflicting reports 
about the motive for the killing. 

Some Indian newspapers said 
the woman cried out that Mr. 
Sodhi raped her and killed her 
husband. 

However. Punjab’s main 
English-language newspaper, the 
Tribune, said the woman con- 
fessed during “interrogation" by 
AISSF leaders in the Golden 
Temple that another Sikh faction \ 
paid her to kill Mr. Sodhi as a war- j 
□ing to Mr. Bhindranwale' s fol-j 
lowers. 



Tbe crew of the space shuttle Challenger leave the craft at Edwards 
Air Force Base Friday. From bottom left. Commander Robert Cri- 
ppon, pilot Dick Scobee, mission specialist James Van Hoften, George 
Nelson and Terry Hart are greeted by a ground crewman (AP wir- 
ephoto) 

Challenger returns in better 
shape than previous missions 


Mugabe assures Asians 
they will not be expelled 


HARARE (R) — Zimbabwe 
Prime Minister Robert Mugabe 
has assured ihe country's 1 1.000- 
5ir.»ng Asian community it need 
not fear mass expulsion as had 
happened in some African cou- 
ntries. 

Addressing a dinner in Harare 
Saturday night to raise funds for 
Wednesday's fourth ind- 
ependence anniversary cel- 
ebrations. Mr. Mugabe said: **We 
arc one and belong to one another 
and there is no reason why we 
should not trust each other.” 

Mr. Mugabe did not identify the 
other African countries he ref- 
erred to but former dictator Mi 
Amin expelled all Asians, from 
Uganda in 1972. 

The prime minister, whose spe- 
ech was interrupted by thu- 
nderous applause on several occ- 
asions. said fears had been raised 
here that the Asian community 
might be expelled en masse. 

" It is not that belief that prevails 
in this country.” he said, adding 
that such action would amount to 


racial discrimination contrary, to 
government policy. 

“1 seize this moment to assure 
all (Asians)... they have nothing to 
fear from the government,” Mr. 
Mugabe declared. 

Mr. Mugabe has told Catholic 
bishops to stay out of his gov- 
ernment's affairs as a clash bet- 
ween church and state over army 
conduct .in Matabeleland erupted 
for the second successive year. ; 

Mr. Mugabe, making his first 
visit for nine months to the sou- 
thwestern power base of Opp^ 
osition leader Joshua Nkomo. att- 
acked the seven bishops at a news 
confejcppce M the Mteabddand 
provincial capital of ,Bula*rayq 
Saturday. 

He said they were trying to und- 
ermine successful army conoter- 
i ns urgency efforts by charging that 
troops on a sweep against rebels in 
the area had committed atrocities 
against civilians, including kil- 
lings. torture, rape and beating*. 

He said a document allegedly 
cataloguing such atrocities had 



Robert Mugabe 

been given to his government dur- 
ing the bishops' annual conference 
hereon April 2. 

The report has not been made 
public and the head of.ite.CW- 
hoik Church in Matabdefirift 
Bishop Hendry Karlen, refused to 
comment on its contents to Reu- 
ters. 

Mr. Mugabe told reporters he 
wished the bishops “success in 
their prayers and the running of 
their churches, but the task of 
running the country be longs to the 
government." 


Girl tells of nightmare journey with murderer 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 16- 
ycar-nld girl who spent nine days 
with alleged mass murderer Chr- 
istopher Wilder told of a nig- 
htmare journey in which he thr- 
eatened to kill her. tortured her 
and often placed a gun in ter 
mouth, police said Saturday night. 

Torrance Police captain James 
Popp said Wilder enticed Tina 
Marie Risico. who wants to be a 
fashion model, into his car on 
April 4 by offering her Si 00 to 
pose for photographs. 

“But somehow. Wilder may 
have become aware of the great 
pain she had suffered and dev- 
eloped a respect for her." psy- 
chiatrist Roland Summit, who 
examined her. said. 

The Australian-born Wilder, a 
wealthy Florida businessman who 
was sought after a series of mur- 
ders and abductions of young 
women, died in a gun battle with 


police in New Hampshire on Fri- 
day. 

Before he died. W&fcrptrt Ris- 
ico on a plane in Boston so die 
could return to ter home in Tor- 
rance on the outskirts of Los Ang- 
eles. police 58 id. 

Risico. whose long hair was 
cropped by Wilder a p p are n tl y to 
conceal her ideality, was forced to 
comply with W Oder's demands. 
He told her that any disobedience 
could be fatal, Popp toW a press 
conference. 

He said Risico was travelling 
with Wilder when he stabbed 
Dawnelte Witt, also 16, in the 
chest and back near Rochester. 
New York. Wilt survived and ide- 
ntified Wilder as her attacker. 

Risico “was told to ‘go gel that 
girl and bring her to my presence', 
and she did so because she was still 
within firing range." he said. 

Risico was also travelling with 


Wilder when he shot and killed 
Beth Dodge in Buffalo, New 
York, he said, adding: “She was 
not in close proximity to either of 
these acts and was not a par- 
ticipant.” 

Wilder repeatedly threatened 
Risico by placing the nozzle of a 
revolver in her mouth. Popp said. 

Risico was also tortured with an 
electrical device, he said. 

A sales assistant who talked to 
Risico when she went into ter lin- 
gerie shop upon returning to Tor- 
rance and bought $110 worth of 
clothes said Rtsko tokf ter the 
device left braises on her chest. 

Mr. Summit, asked to explain 
how Risico survived the journey, 
replied: “1 believe Wilder may 
have seen a gentleness in this 
young girl That did not provoke the 
kind of- rage he felt for other 
women." 


EDWARDS AIR FORCE 
BASE, California (Agencies) — 
The space shuttle Challenger ret- 
urned from its third space Sight in 
better shape than any of its 10 
predecessors, a space agency off- 
icial said Saturday. 

But like many earlier flights. 
Challenger experienced some 
damage to its landing gear brakes, 
although it had no trouble sto- 
pping when it landed here Friday. 
Chris Widick, chief of landing 
operations said. 

One of the first things ground 
workers did after Challenger lan- 
ded was to remove the brakes and 
ship them back to the man- 
ufacturers. B.F. Goodrich in 
Ohio. 

A company spokesman said he 
did not know how the brakes were 
being damaged. 

“There is something in the lan- 
ding gear system that seems to be 
damaging the brakes," spokesman 
David McClure said. 


He added that company tests 
had not been able to duplicate the 
damage and both company and 
space agency engineers were still 
trying to analyse the problem. 

“Compared with the 10 pre- 
vious missions we think it is in bet- 
ter shape," Mr. Widick said after 
ground crews gave the shuttle an 
initial inspection. 

The shuttle rolled to a smooth 
landing on the dry lake bed run- 
way at Edwards Air Force Base 
early Friday after being diverted 
to California at the last minute 
because of rain at the Kennedy 
Space Centre landing strip at Cape 
Canaveral. 

Challenger was towed to a tall 
“mate-demate device." a steel 
trusswork where it will be mou- 
nted atop a modified Boeing 747 
to be carried back to the cape. 

Mr. Widick said one heat- 
resistant rile on the main landing 
gear door was sheared off, but that 
caused no heat damage to the shu- 
ttle itself. 


Filipino police told to keep 
peace during elections 


MANILA (R) — The Philippines 
Commission on Elections has told 
the police and paramilitary con- 
stabulary to maintain peace and 
order during national assembly 
elections in May, officials said 
Sunday. 

A spokesman said the move was 
promoted by a spate- of pre- 
election violence and a con- 
stabulary report describing 44 out 
of the country’s 75 provinces as 
potential trouble spots. 

At least three mayors and a 
woman deputy mayor have been 
killed in the central and southern 
Philippines. There have also been 
reports of ambushes of local off- 
icials by gunmen. 

The bodies of four students, 
missing since attending an opp- 
osition rally in Manila last month, 
were found last week in a shallow 
grave in a town 80 kilometres 
south of the capitaL 

Three more students were rep- 
orted missing, possibly abducted, 
after taking pjtrt in a dem- 
onstration on Tuesday outside the 
U.S. embassy. 

' Opposition leaders demanded 
an inquiry but the government 
said the Communist New People’s 
Array (NPA), which has been act- 
ive in the countryside, was res- 
ponsible for most of the shootings. 

Commission Chairman Vicente 


Santiago said the police and con- 
stabulary were required to keep 
peace and order but they would 
not be allowed to interfere in the 
polls. 

At stake in the elections are 1 83 
seats of the 200-member single- 
chamber assembly which was set 
up in 1978. six years after Pre- 
sident Ferdinand Marcos imposed 
martial law and abolished the two 
houses of congress. 

Mr. Marcos’ ruling New Society 
Movement (KBL) woo an ove- 
rhelming majority of the seats in 
1978 after many politicians boy- 
cotted what they called rigged ele- 
ctions. 

Martial law was lifted m 1981 
but the president is still able to 
rule by decree under provisions of 
a constitution he introduced in 
1973. 

Some of Marcos' political foes 
are boycotting next month's ele- 
ctions, arguing that he rules ill- 
egally and his decree-making 
powers render the assembly a 
rubber-stamp parliament 

But tbe opposition United Nat- 
ionalist Democratic Organisation 
(UNIDO) said it was confident of 
winning against the KBL. 

“We want to give democracy a 
last chance in the Philippines," 
said UNIDO President Salvador 
Laurel, a former senator. 


Salvadorean parties vote 
to cancel voting register 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — A vote 
by three right-wing parties to eli- 
minate the voter register for the 
second round of El Salvador* $ pre- 
sidential election would allow 
massive fraud in the polL officials 
and politicians said Saturday. 

Representatives of the far-right 
National Republican Alliance 
(ARENA), die rightist National 
Conciliation (PCN) and the aut- 
hentic Salvadorean Institutional 
Parties (PAISA) voted Saturday 
night to reform tbe electoral law 
so that people would only have to 
present their identity cards to vote 
on May 6. 

Christian Democrat and Dem- 
ocratic Action .legislators walked 


out of the assembly in protest at 
the. vote. 

“The elimination of the voter 
registry, in addition to violating 
the law, puts a veil of doubt over 
the purity of the election ” said 
Jose Armando Rodriguez, pre- 
sident of the Central Elections 
CounciL 

The run-off election pits 
ARENA candidate Roberto 
if Aubuisson against moderate 
Christian Democrat Jose Nap- 
oleon Duarte. 

They won most votes in the first 
round of the election on March 25 
but neither got the 51 per cent 
needed for an outright victory. 


3 Spanish colonels found 
guilty of 1982 coup plot 


MADRID (R) — A court martial 
passed 12-year prison sentences 
on three army colonels Sunday for 
plotting a 1982 coup but rec- 
ommended the terms be reduced 
to four years in jail and dismissal 
from the army. 

The Defence Ministry said a 
fourth colonel was found not gui- 
lty of taking part in the right-wing 
plan to seize power on the eve of 
general elections which swept the 
Socialists into office in October 
1982. 

It is up to the government of 
Socialise Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez to decide whether the* 
prison terms will be reduced. 

CoL Luis Munoz Gutierrez, 
Col. Jesus Crespo Cuspinera and 


his Lt. Col. Brother Jose were 
convicted of conspiracy _ to reb- 
ellion and were each given the 
minimum sentence of 1 2 years and 
a day required by military law. 

The prosecution had asked for 
15 years. 

Lt. Col. Juan Feraaadez Hid- 
algo was acquitted. 

The recommendation that the 
sentences: be cut was on grounds 
that .the established penalty was 
too severe for the offences, a min- 
istry spokesman said. 

The captain-general of the 
Madrid military region has ratified 
the sentences, he added. 

The court martial met in secret 
session overnight after ending a 
five-day public hearing Saturday. 


Visit to China will be Reagan’s 
first to Communist country 

WASHINGTON (AP) — When rovals. He will also offer to include 
President Ronald Reagan goes to 8 Chinese astronaut on a U.S. 
China later this month for his first space voyage and may suggest est- 
visit to a Communist country, he ablishing a emergency hot-line 
will meet with leaders who remain between Peking and Washington, 
firmly committed to Marxist- A senior official, who insisted 
Leninist doctrine despite major on anonimhy, said Mr. Reagan is 


economic and political reforms in 
the nation of more than a billion 
people. 

Mr. Reagan will visit 
China from April 26 to May l . He 
has met with Communist leaders, 
jaduding Chinese Premier Zhao 
^rang eareerlKis year! But HeWsF 
before has set foot in a Communist 
country. 

Specialists in and out of gov- 
ernment say that because of Mr. 
Reagan's reputation as an unc- 
ompromising anti-Coraraunist, his 
reaction to China will be as int- 
eresting as the Chinese reaction to 
him. 

In addition to seven hours , of 
talks in Peking with government 
and Communist Party leaders, inc- 
luding Mr. Deng Xiaoping, Mr. 
Reagan will go sightseeing in the 
Chinese countryside. He will 
make two speeches and hold a 
news conference, all of which will 
be televised nationwide in China. 

He also will deliver his regular 
Saturday radio address from 
China on April 28. 

Mr. Reagan hopes to visit a vil- 
lage market at Xian and talk to 
students at Fudan University in 
Shanghai. He also will visit a tow- 
nship, formerly called a commune, 
near Shanghai. 

Presidents Richard Nixon and 
Gerald Ford also visited China, 
but Mr. Reagan will be the first 
American president to make the 
trip since full diplomatic relations 
were established in 1979. 


visiting China in response to rec- 
ommen datious of his advisers who 
say the trip will cement the fri- 
endly relations between the two 
countries. 

“1 don't think the president's 
views on China have changed,” 
s?id the official, referring to pa# 
Reagan pronouncements agains) 
China’s Communist government. 

China experts agree that the! 
country has changed dramatically' 
since the death inl976 of MaoTse 
Tung, who led -the successful 
Communist revolution that forced 
the U.S.-supported nationalist 
government to flee to Taiwan in 
1949. 

The-coDective approach to agr- 
iculture has been abandoned, and 
farmers axe given more say about 
their crops, with the result that 
profits for many have soared. 

“China is not returning to cap- 
italism ... China is still a Com- 
munist country.” said Michel 
Oksenberg, who was a China spe- 
cialist in the Carter adm- 
inistration. 

Harry Harding, a China expert 
at the Brookings Institution here, 
said. China is likely to remain 
Communist for the foreseeable 
future, but that is unlikely to ret- 
urn to the rigid style of Com- 
munism ' that prevailed under 
Mao. 

“By any reasonable definition, 
any reasonable calculation, China 
is a Communist country and will 


likely remain a communist cou- 
ntry, particularly on the political 
Mr. Reagan will sign a tax treaty side" Mr. Harding said, 
and a cultural accord with Chinese One White House official, spe- 

leaders. There may also be an inv- aking privately, agreed. BuL he 
estment treaty and a nuclear co- noted, China has modified its sys- 
operation agreement, although tern and experimented “in ways 
snags are holing up final app- we want to encourage " 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOBEK 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+ 62 c ? 987 0AK8 + A8643 
The bidding has proceeded: 
East South West North 

1 + Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 + Pass 3 + Pass 

3 + Pass 4 4 Pass 
Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q2 — As South, vulnerable,, 
you hold: 

+98742 710653 OJ98 +7 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 + Pass Pass 1 0 

2 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3-Both vulnerable, as 
South vou hold: 

+Q9S <?AK872 0 853 +K6 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 
1 + Pass 2 7 Pass 


4 ^ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable^ 
you hold: 

+ AQ10762 0AK85 +AJ10 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 
1 + 2 r? Dfale Pass 

7 

What action do you take? 
Q.5— Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+K107 <78 0 AK72 +AQJ62 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
4 ? Pass Pass DMe 
Pass 4 + Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

4.6 - Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦ K9 AQ 0 AKJ93 +10762 
Your right-hand opponent 
opens the bidding with one 
hearL. What action do you 
take? 


Moscow seems to be seeking better ties with Pyongyang 


By Granville Watts 

Reuter 

SEOUL — North Korean Leader 
Kim H-Sung celebrated his 72nd 
birthday Sunday amid signs tint 
the Soviet Union wants to imp- 
rove its relations with his gov- 
ernment, according to experts in 
Seoul and Tokyo. 

They said Moscow’s apparent 
overtures were timed to coincide 
with President Reagan's visit to 
China later this month. 

Peking previously seemed more 
willing than Moscow to stomach 
the personality cult surrounding - 
Mr. Kim ll-Sung and his son Kim 
Jong- II. Peking has publiefy ind- 
icated its acceptance of the suc- 
cession in due course of the you- 
nger Kim. 

But Kim Chang-Soon, a lea- 
ding expert on North Korean aff- 
airs, said: “I think the relations 
between the Soviet Union and 
North Korea are becoming gra- 
dually closer. 

“This may help Moscow’s pla- 
nned counter measures against 
Increasing links between China 
and (he United States.” 

Mr. Kim. director of the Ins- 
titute of North Korean Studies, a 


Seoul think-tank, said North 
Korea was maintaining its closed 
society while China now had a 
more open-door policy. 

He said that Moscow’s world 
revolutionary line fitted in well 
with Pyongyang's policies. 

Mr. Kim noted that the Soviet 
Union News Agency TASS sent a 
higher-level delegation to Pyo- 
ngyang for Mr. Kim's birthday 
ceremonies than in previous years. 

North Korea watchers would be 
looking for tbe level of the official 
Soviet government delegation to 
the ceremonies, he said. 

Mr. Kim agreed with Japanese 
experts that the Pyongyang gov- 
ernment machine was continuing 
its preparations for Mr. Kim's 
42-year-old son to take over 
power, creating what would be the 
world’s first Communist dynasty. 

Tbe semi-official Japan Ext- 
ernal Trade Organisation 
(JETRO) this week said in its 
annual report on North Korean 
developments: 

“ It is very likely that the seve nth 
congress of North Korea’s Wor- 
kers (Communist) Party to be 
convened in 1986 will become an 
occasion for President Kim ll- 


Sung to transfer power to his son 
Mr. Joag-D." 

JETRO said Pyongyang was 
uigently tackling the task of bri- 
nging about political and eco- 
nomic stability towards that end. 

It said North Korea clearly 
made a policy change last January 
when it proposed three-way talks 
between the two Koreas and the 
United States on the situation in 
the Korean peninsula. 

* Seoul rejected the proposal, 
repeating its call that direct high- 
level talks should first be held 
between North and South. 

The South Korean government 
said the Pyongyang proposal was a 
propaganda ploy designed to 
cover its embarrassment over the 
Rangoon bombing last October in 
which four South Korean cabinet 
ministers were killed. 

Burmese authorities convicted 
two North Korean military off- 
icers for the bombing and wit- 
hdrew all diplomatic recognition 

fro m Py ongyang- 

JETRO said that as well as try- 
ing to restore international cre- 
dibility,, Pyongyang was also try- 
ing to break its economic sta- 
gnation which was mainly due to 


lack of foreign currencies and 
ad vanced te c hnology. 

The JETRO report said China 
would continue backing North 
Korea as in the case of its support 
for its tripartite talks proposal. 

But on the other hand, Peking 
appeared to be forging its Korean 
policy from a rational and realistic 
point of view, disregarding or 
sometimes checking North 
Korea's intentions. 

JETRO said this was well ref- 
lected in Peking's policy of exp- 
anding sporting and other non- 
political links with South Korea 
although Peking has no diplomatic 
relations with Seoul. 

Relations between Moscow and 
Pyongyang improved after the 
Soviet Union boycotted a con- 
ference of the Inter- 
parliamentary Union in Seoul last 
year and Pyongyang supported 
the Soviet line on the shooting 
down of a South Korean airliner 
by Soviet jets last September. 

Mr. Kim said the Kremlin under 
new Soviet leader Konstantin 
Chernenko was showing a more 
positive attitude towards North 
Korea than the previous Soviet 
leadership. 


He believed this year would see 
more competition between Peking 
and Moscow to win North Korea's 
favour. 

“So it will be very important for 
North Korea watchers to see whe- 
ther North Korea would lean 
more towards the Soviet Union 
this year." Mr. Kim added. 

While Pyongyang continues' to 
juggle its relations with Peking 
.and Moscow, the chances of a res- 
umed dialogue between North 
and South Korea remain as distant 
as ever. . 

Talks between the two sides on 
the formation of a joint Korean 
team for the Los Angeles Oly- 
mpics broke down at the border 
village of Panmunjom last. Mon- 
day when the North Korean , del- 
egation walked out. • 

They complained that the South 
deliberately - introduced non- , 
sporting political issues such as the 
Rangoon bombing into the talks 
and said they would only return If 
Seoul changed “its wrong stand."* 

The South called for 4 res- 
umption ‘ of the talks at Pan- 
munjom on April 18 but said they 
would not drop the . Rangoon; 
issue: 






j 



Sniper kSfedl to 
hail of gunfire: 


NORFOLK. Virginia (R) — A 
sniper who shot deadapoHceman 
and a woman waskiHed early Sat- 
urday in at hail of gunfire after* 
12-bour ‘ standoff with the aut- 
horities. Nathaniel Robinson. 39, 
a computer technician, kept a spe- 
cial police’unit at bay from made 
his house until he was finally flu- 
shed out by teargas cannisten. 
Robinson emerged firing two gw® 
at policemen and died in the rcjf- 
. urn fire, officials -said. “We did 
everything possible to get him to 
come out of the bouse," Police 
Chief Charles Grant said. “We 
pleaded with him, we begged- We 
didn’t want it to end this way” 

■ , 1 , T . 

Chinese invent 
new way to stop . ; 
drunk drivers 

PEKING (R) — China has begun 
exporting an electronic device 
which mh sniff ^alcohol on a mot- 
orist’s breath and stop him darting 
the engine, a Peking magazine 
reported. The monthly China 
Reconstructs said three factories 
are already producing the sensor 
for clients in Japan, the' Phi- 
lippines and Hong Kong as well as 
China. The mventor, . Peo&te’i 
Liberation Army Technician Ren 
Zhfcheng, hit oh (he idea at \h» 
birthday party when his wife pro- 
posed a toast, the magazine said. 
The pungent smell of the fiery 
Maotai liquor which she had been 
drinking took his breath away. 

Hospitals seek 
ways to revive 
coma victims ' 

LONDON (R) — Hospitals in 
Britain are testing a special med- 
ical kit, made up of smells and tas- 
tes. in their battle to rouse acc- 
ident victims from comas. Off- 
icials said 60 kits sent to hospitals 
for tests include bottles of brain- 
stimulating smells such as new- 
mown grass and cow manure and 
ptttea of horseradish 
Estperts have also arioedto t h e to t s 
sensations like a nail brush on the 
skin and taperecordings of eve- 
ryday sounds — all of which doc~ 
tors believe can help the brain of 
an injured person react again to 
familiar patterns. 

Special socks core 
athlete’s foot 

PEKING (R) — Doctors at a Sha- 
nghai dermatology institute say 
they have, developed washable 
socks which can core athlete’s 
foot, a contagious condition cau- 
sed by a fungus. The Shanghai 
daily Wen Hui Bao said the socto 
had proved 87 per cent effective 
on 129 test patients and was sel- 
ling fast since going into pro- 
duction. The socks contains tom 
different types of aati-toxiri* 
which the doctors say are simfidr 
in composition to foreign products 
used to treat the skin ailment. The 
socks can be washed over 100 
times ' without losing its eff- 
ectiveness, the daily added. 

64 per cent of 
Indians are illiterate 

NEW DELHI (AP) — More than 
six out of every 10 Indians cannot 
read or write, the government 
said. Ram Dulari. minister of state 
for home affairs, told parliament 
that according to the 1981 census. 
64 per cent of the population is 
illiterate. Tbe census did not Inc- 
lude the remote north eastern 
state of Assam because of violence 
in tte regkm.Tte minister said the 
eastern state of Rajasthan, which 
borders Pakistan, had the highest 
. rate of illiteracy, with 76 per cent 
of adults unable to read. India, the 
world’s' second most populous 
country next to China^has a pop- 
ulation Of about 700 million. : ‘ 

Youths arrange 
death oftother , / 

CHERBOURG, France (AP) 
Three children, two of- them 
teen-agers, arrMged for a friend 

- to kUl thcfr &therwfaiej he dept 
because her annoyed them,, police 

- said: The motive for tbe shooting 
in the Norman village of T^n- 

" ervffle20 kilometres sooth of here 
• remakied -uiK^eriaiiL. , but diet-' 
.ectiyes said. it was dear the victim. 
Roger- Plepofrerin, 50, bad ann- 
oyed Ms* children. IRepditetia, 

. who woiked at -a railk-processifog 
plant had been deserted by ms 
wife mimuaiy. Police said hewe . 
unable to exercise anyamhorhy 
over his rfiSdren. who bad total 
“control of the hbusc^ndTmd been 
■ in trouble for several petty thefts. 






